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THE &lIowmg Treatise on the Fundamental 
Doctrine of the Christian Religion, after an exami- 
nation by the Meeting for Sufferings in Philadel- 
phia, was first published in the year 1815. The 
author, now in the seventy-fifth year of his age, in 
accordance with the opinions of a number of his 
fiieikb, has believed ihat a new edition of the work 
would be attended with important advantages.*— 
He has therefore, been indueed to rm^ublish the 
work with a few verbal corrections, and a marginal 
note. He also adds an essay expressive of his 
views upon the subject of conscience, which he 
considers to be of importance to the better under- 
standing of the subject, especially among the rising 
generation. He ofiers the present impression to 
Sie public, and wishes it distinctly understood, that 
he sdone stands responsible for me new matter in- 
thxluced into the work, Without implicating the 
society therein. 
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I2th Mo. 1842. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE society of Friends, who were in derision 
called Quakers, because they exhorted their perse- 
cutors to fear and tremble at the word of God, ap- 
peared in the seventeenth century. At that time 
there were many in England who were not satis- 
fied with the opinions and forms of worship which 
were held by the different religious societies then 
existing. It appeared to them that the life and 
spirit of Christianity were much wanting, and that 
many formal ceremonies which were connected 
with the yaxioos systems of worship, had been in- 
troduced, and stood in the place of die substance. 
Hence, they may be considered as waiting and 
looking for some further and more confident ground 
of fai£, than they conceived was to be met wkh 
among the associated professors of Christianity.—- 
George Fox was one of this description : and being 
early in life awakened to see the sinful state of the 
world, had many serious considerations excited in 
his mind ; these he cherished, and was gradually 
brought to underatttid the nature and design of the 
Gospel dispensation. It would exceed the bounds 
alloUed to diia work, were I to give the historyof 
this plain but able advocate of vital religion. The 
reader may become acquainted widi it by recurring 
to his own account contained in a journal of his 
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life, which he has left behind him. Early after he 
came forth in the ministry, many embraced the 
truth to which he bore testimony, and a society 
was formed in England, who were known to each 
other by the name of Friends. 

Many were the persecutions and sufferings to 
which this community were exposed. An account 
of them may be read either in Sewel's or Gough's 
history. A fundamental and primary object in the 
infancy of the society was, to turn the attention of 
the people from outward forms and dependencies, 
to the light of Christ in themselves. This Divine 
light they confidently maintained was universal ; 
that every man was enlightened by it; and that 
until mankind should conform to it, their claim to 
true religion had no solid foundation in Christianity. 
When fiiey became distinguished as a people, 
many accusations were raised against them, in or- 
der to prejudice their religious profession in the 
view of others. Such accusations were generally 
met by them with suitable explanations. In the 
course of these occurrences and controversies, they 
Occasionally stated the reasons for their dissent from 
others ; but as such reasons were diffused among 
their controversial writings, no regular system or 
description of their belief for some time appeared. 
At length Robert Barclay was impressed with a 
concern to communicate to the world his opinions^ 
and judgment of the true Christian principles and 
doctrines of the infant society, of which he was a 
member; and accordingly he published the work 



usually known by the name of Barclay's Apology. 
This book the society of Friends approved. In 
it the reader may find a full and argumentative ac- 
count of their belief concerning many of the con- 
troverted points of the Christian religion and the du- 
ties which it enjoins. But the Apology being volum- 
inous and more adapted, in some particulars, to the 
time in which it was written, and also requiring a 
very attentive examination of all its relations and 
dependencies, in order fully to comprehend the 
views of its author; it is therefore a work which 
we have reason to believe is at this day not very 
/requently and deliberately resorted to for informa- 
tion. Not only strangers to the society of Friends, 
but many of our young people, it is believed, might 
be benefited by having a work more concise ; and, 
as far as possible, adapted to the same purposCi— 
Under these considerations, I have attempted to 
«"ive a summary of the profession and belief of 
Friends. From the nature of the subjects which 
will be treated upon, some reasonings may be ex- 
pected ; but generally the plan will be to state the 
belief, of the society, and to shew the correspon- 
dence of such belief with the meaning and doctrine 
of the holy Scriptures. The author will also occa- 
sionally enter upon controverted points, because he 
believes it will be unavoidable. The society of 
Friends are known to differ from others in their 
profession, as well as belief and practice, in various 
partieulars, and in stating their doctrinal views, h« 
will necessarily have to shew, in some instances, 
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the reasons for such difference. This will be done, 
not with a view to engage in controversy with any 
class of Christian professors, but wholly in confor- 
mity with the nature of the work he has under- 
taken. 



TREATISE 



ON 



FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES 



or TKB 



CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S BELIEF. 

THE society of Friends beliere tfiat the Mes- 
siah spoken of by the prophets, and expected by 
the Jews, did, in the fulness of time, appear; that 
Jesus Christ, the son of God, bom of the virgin 
Mary, was and is the promised Messiah ; the sanM 
concerning whom the four evangelists have given 
testimony, and who was crucified without the gates 
of Jerusalem, under the sentence of Pontius Pilate ; 
and that he rose again, agreeably to the Scriptures, 
That he died for, and in consequence of the sins 
of mankind; that in his death was an oflecing for 
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tfie sins of the whole world ; and that he is the 
only mediator between God and man.* They also 
believe in the necessity of obedience to his doc- 
trines and precepts, as contained in the holy Scrip- 
tures; and that these were written under the di- 
rection of the spirit of Christ, and can only be 
understood by those who live in obedience to the 
same. 

They further believe that man is a free agent, 
and that the means of salvation are universal. 

Although we beUevc in the doctrine of free will, 
W€ by no means deny the decrees of the Almighty ; 
but acknowledge that these are fixed and unaltera- 

* The sentence, " That in his death was an offering 
for the sins of the whole world,'* appears on a review 
to convey the opinion, that by the death of his body 
there was a means of salvation furnished to tlie who(e 
world. The author did not design to furnish such an 
idea. He holds the opinion, that the cracifixion of the 
Messiah was a wicked act of the Jews ; but by the re- 
signation of his life to their disposal, he set an exam- 
ple agreeing with his doctrine of not resisting evil, and 
proved that his mission was to promote peace on earth 
and good will to men. Thus it was, that in his pure 
spirit he manifested that state of obedience to the Di- 
vinity, by which the sins of the world are removed^ 
and the soals of men blessed with the peace of («od.-— 
It was in this view of his whole example and character; 
that f understand him to be the '* Lamb of God which 
takelh away the sin of the world.** J. K. 



» 



ble. As for instance, he has decreed diat *Hhc 
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of 
God, for they are foolish unto him ; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discer- 
ned/' 1 Cor. ii. 14. That is, that no man can 
know the things of God but by the spirit of God. 
Our free will, therefore, we hold to be limited by 
capacity and by consequences ; as in the case of 
Cain, who was assured, " If thou doest well, slialt 
thou not be accepted, but if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door." Gen, iv. 7. Here it ap- 
pears he was free to act, but subject to consequen- 
ces. Such a freedom as this, we apprehend, is 
implied in the very nature of a command ; becaui^e 
it is not rational to suppose a command should be 
given by infinite wisdom where there was not a 
capacity to obey. But the doctrines of the Scrij>- 
tures are sufficiently clear that commands havft 
been given. Adam was commanded not to eat of 
the " tree of knowledge of good and evil." Gen. 
ii. 17. Wheresoever, therefore, a command is 
given, there may we fairly infer power to obey.-— 
Friends believe that the Divine light which shines 
in every man, and which is offered to him during 
the day of his visitation, shows what is good and 
what is his duty. , He may obey or disobey ; and 
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if this doctrine is well founded, ^e freedom of the 
will or choice is thence established. 

I am aware that in this particular we disagree 
with those who hold the doctrine of unconditional 
election. But if it is admitted that Jesus Christ 
came to seek and to save that which was lost, 
which the holy scriptures testify, or if God at any 
time offered salvation to mankind universally, we 
cannot believe that he ever afterwards retracted the 
ground— and yet he must have done so, if the pre- 
destinarian doctrine of unconditional decree be true^ 
That he has offered salvation to all, the following 
Scriptures fully prove : »* For so hath the Lord 
commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light 
of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be for salvation 
unto the ends of the earth/' Acts, xiii. 47. 

*' For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that bclieveth," Rom. i. 16. 

*^ And he said unto them, go ye into all thn 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.'* 
Mark, xvi. 15. 

** For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation, 
hath appeared unto all men." Titus, il. 11. 
An unprejudiced consideration of these passa- 
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^9, we are of opinion, might satisfy every man 
that God is no respecter of persons. This was 
the judgment of Peter, when at the house of Cor-* 
iielius ; and it is worthy of remark, that in his 
more infant stage of the ministry he was differently 
minded, because he was under the prejudice of 
edt^cation. He thought he had reason to believe 
that salvation was confined [by immutable decree] 
to the Jews. Now he finds it connected with con- 
ditions. And so also we believe, "That of a 
truth God is no respecter of persons, but in every 
nation he that feareth him and worketh righteous- 
ness is accepted with him.** Acts, x. 34, and 35. 
•* For there is no respect of persons widi God." 
Rom. ii. 11. 

With tfie doctrine of free will we nevertheless 
connect the dependency of man. We do not say, 
as some have supposed, that there is in us, or in 
any others, a natural light or means of salvation. 
But otherwise that, " every good gift, and everj' 
perfect gift is from above," Jam. i. 17* and has the 
Lord only for its author and giver. And therefore 
all the light in man is an effect of his own divine 
power, and cannot be attributed to any inferior 
cause. On this subject we profess, according to 



12 

the Scriptures, that God has made the means of 
jsalvation universal. To support which we refer 
to the following passages, among many others, 
which might be chosen : ** The people which sat 
in darkness saw great light, and to them which sat 
in the region and shadow of death, light is sprung 
up." Mat. iv. 16. "For mine eyes have seen 
tiiy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel. Luke, ii. 30, 
31, 32. " That was the true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world." Then 
spake Jesus again unto them saying, I am the light 
of the world, he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 1 
John, i, 9, and viii. 12. If we may believe the 
foregoing, then Christ is the light of tlie world, 
;and all are enlightened by him. All may follow 
him, and enjoy tlie light of life. This we confi- 
dently believe and teach ; and therefore reject, as 
erroneous and contrary to the Scriptures, all those 
doctrines which deny the freedom of man in the 
sense above given, or which hold out a partiality 
on the part of a just and righteous God, in his ad- 
ministration of the means of salvation and restora- 
tion to mankind. The reader will perceive that I 
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have connected the doctrine of universal means of 
salvation, with what I have offered concerning the 
free will of man ; and that having closed the sub* 
ject with those two points in connection, it will 
not be necessary to say much upon the belief of 
Friends respecting the universal offer of salvation. 
This however, is the doctrine they teach and 
believe, and have no doubt it is founded upon the 
profession of all the apostles, and true believers in 
Christ A doctrine sufficiently set forth in the 
passages already quoted from the holy Scriptures. 



Divine Revelation^ the ground and principles 
from which the knowledge of God is to be ob- 
tained. Those who come to this principle 
tvhich is offered to all, may afterwards Jail 
from it, 

4 

And first, the true knowledge of God, we be- 
lieve, cannot be obtained by any outward means. 
God is a spirit, and cannot be known but by a 
spiritual and divine manifestation opened in the 
soul : ** No man knoweth the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him." Mat. 
xi. 27. From which it appears, that though there 
may be some idea of God excited by tradition, and 
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seated in the mind of the natural man, yet that this 
idea or knowledge is not Ihe true and saving knowl' 
edge ; not that living and spiritual knowledge which 
Christ described, as recorded by the evangelist 
John : ** This is life eternal to know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" 
John, xvii, 3. Friends believe, that according to 
the Scriptures, God in his love and mercy, has 
granted a spiritual manifestation to all, by which 
they may come to this living experimental knowl* 
e^ge of him. ** For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be* 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." John, iii. 16. And the same Apos* 
tie has said of the Son, ** In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men, and the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not." 
John, i. 4, 6. That this same light, «< was the 
true light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." John, i. 9. But if any were not 
furnished with it, then the doctrine of the apostle 
would not be correct. This divine lisfht of the 
Spirit by which we come to the knowledge of 
God, is the only means which can open in the 
soul that saving knowledge. Therefore w« be- 
lieve that it is the great principle by which the 
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secrets of Qod vad man «re c^ned. ** For the 
spirit searched! all things, yea the deep things of 
God." 1 Cor. il. x. By this qoiekening princi- 
ple man is brought into a capacity to understand 
those things which pertain to life and salration. 
*' But the things of God, knoweth no man, but the 
spirit of God;" 1 Cor. ii. 11. For the manifestation 
of the spirit * is given to every man to profit withal*' 
1 Cor. ii. 7. When we speak of revelation, we 
mean this same divine Spirit ; and we do not be» 
lieve that any man ever came to the knowledge of 
God without it And as Ihey who live in the 
spirit and walk in it, are in the unity and fellow* 
ship of the truth, and enjoy diat life by which the 
true knowledge of God is made manifest, so those 
who are enemies to the truth, though the light of 
it shine in ihem^ are in darkness and spiritual death* 
and do not come to the light which is offered for 
their instruction. But in such is fulfilled what 
John the. evangdist has written, *^ And this is &e 
condemnation, that Ught is come into the world* 
and men loved darkness rath^ than Hght, because 
their deeds were evil." John* iii. 19. It ap* 
pears therefore, that those who walk in the light* 
according to the Scriptures* are children of the 
Ughti and of the day« They are not merely tra« 
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ditional believers in God, but have come lo the 
living knowledge of him. We do not agree with 
those who hold that when this divine life is wit- 
nessed or raised in the soul, such can never after- 
wards fall from the grace of God; because we 
are satisfied that the Scriptures teach a different 
doctrine. Paul was aware of the danger of falling 
from grace, when he said, "But I keep under my 
body and bring it into subjection, lest that by any 
means when I have preached to others, I myself 
should be cast away." 1 Cor. ix. 27. Again, 
speaking to his son Timothy, he says, «* holding 
faith and a good conscience, which some having put 
away, concerning faith have made shipwreck.*' 
1 Tim. i. 19. Many other passages might be 
quoted agreeing with the foregoing, but what is 
already advanced may be sufficient. 



CONCERNING THE SCRIPTURES. 

The society of Friends do not agree with those 
professors of Christianity, who say the Scriptures 
are the word of God ; but they are of the judg- 
ment that the testimonies of truth recorded in the 
holy Scriptures proceeded from, and were written 
under the guidance of the word or spirit of God : 
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that they are as Paul exprescies, <* Profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness." 2 Tim. iii. 16. But as they 
had an original spring or principle from whence 
they proceeded, so that principle we consider as a 
primary cause, and the holy Scriptures the effect. 
To that original principle which was before the 
Scriptures, we with John the evangelist, give the 
name of the Word, and not to the Scriptures. " In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." John i. 1. 
There are important reasons for making this dis- 
tinction ; some of which it may not be improper 
to mention. The Word of God as described by 
the evangelist John, we believe has an universal 
influence, which Cannot be admitted in relation to 
the Scriptures. But if the Scriptures are the alone 
means of salvation, then they must contradict them- 
selves ; because they testify, that " a great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
BXiA kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the lanib, clothed with white 
robes and palms in their hands." Rev. vii. 9. 
We cannot doubt but that of this great company 
there were many who had never read the Scriptures; 
but they were notwithstanding, clothed with the 
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rotes of^ righteouaness., Hedxse we iiifer, that 
though the Scriptures are a great blessing to us, 
yet they are not^o much so as that Word or Spirit ; 
from whence they proceeded. ' But the Scriptures 
tliemselres cannot be understood, without the aid 
of the same spirit^ by which Ihey were at first 
written. We consequeady believe that ia the wis-- 
dom of God, many souls are- instruQted without 
tbe- means of; the Scriptures, by the immediate 
nianifestation of has awn blessed spirit. ' If, there- 
fore, we call the Scriptures the word of God,, and: 
s^y they are the- only means of salvation, this- 
would go to deny the doctrine which they contain, , 
and exclude all those who cannot read them, from 
the possibility of salvation. The society of Friends 
observing these consequefices, and finding that the 
spirit of truth isgiven to lead into all truth, and of^ 
course) out of .all error, cannot join with those who^> 
aftisr this- manner depart from the doctrine of the 
j^riptiires, huttheyvon the contrary refuse to cailli 
the Scriptures by-, any other iianie th^that wjuch:. 
Ibey claim for themselves, , 



I» 



OF THE MINISTRY. 



*^ If any man speak, let him speak as the oraclite 
of God. If any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability which God giveth, that God in all things 
may be glorilfied." 1 Peter, iv. 11. Such minis* 
try is not the effect of man's will or wisdom, but 
is the ministry of the spirit. Now the gospel dis- 
pensation, is a spiritual dispensation, and all those 
who profess to be ministers of the gospel, if they 
are really such, have received a gift of the spirit for 
that purpose. '* And he gave some apostles, and 
some prophets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying the 
body of Christ." Eph. xv. 12. We believe 
therefore, that no human talents or learning can* 
q^ualify a man without this gift, to beagospel min- 
ister. And no one can be assured that he has this 
gift of the spirit for the work of the ministry, but' 
by the immediate impression and evidence of the 
spirit itself. Nor can those among whom fae las^ 



20 



bors know that the gift has been bestowed, unles;? 
they also have the evidence of the same spirit.— 
The church of Christ was to be under his govern- 
ment, and built upon him, the only true founda- 
tion ; consequently its members were not left to 
any uncertainty; tliey had tlie spirit of Christ; 
for according to the Scriptures, " if any man have 
not the spirit of Christ he is none of his." Rom. 
viii. 9. The true church therefore, consisting of 
living members influenced by the holy Head, they 
necessarily know when the ministry proceeds from 
the spirit. And although it may be possible for 
human learning and parts to become very correct 
in the knowledge of the letter, yet the ministrj' of 
the spirit not accompanying the letter, these are 
only ministers of death, and never can rise any- 
higher, unless they receive the gift of the spirit.— 
This gift we believe is at the disposal of him only 
from whom all perfect gifts proceed, and not in the 
power of any man or set of men to confer upon 
another. We believe also that the gift of the spirit 
is not confined to nation or sex— -that it is bestowed 
upon all^—^and that the gift of the ministry is be- 
stowed upon females as well as males. <* For ye 
are ajl the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ ; 
for as many of you as have been baptized into 
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Christ have put on Christ. There is iieiilier Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female, for ye are all one in 
Clirist." Gal. iii. 26, 27, 28. If then we are, 
when baptized into Christ, all one in him (and 
we believe no one can be a minister of Christ until 
baptized into him,) whether male or female, we 
all receive of his spirit ; and those whom it may 
please him to put into the ministry will minister to 
the edification of the body of Christ, which is his 
church. That females were to receive the gift of 
prophecy or ministry, appears from the following : 
" I will pour out of my spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophecy." 
Joel, ii. 28. The apostle Peter on the memorable 
day of Penticost, makes use of this same passage, 
confirming the right of prophecy to the female sex. 
And though Paul for the purpose of guarding the 
church in his day from unnecessary questions and 
a consequent disturbance of the solemnity, enjoin- 
ed that a woman should not be suffered to speak in 
it, but should enquire of her husband at home ; yet 
it appears plain that he had no view to forbid diem 
tlie right to minister when they should be there- 
unto called ; for we find that he has instructed 
them in what manner they should appear. '* But 



1SZ • 

cveiy woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her 
head uncovered dishonoreth her head." 1 Cor. 
xi. 5. He has also spoken by way of approbation 
of women in the ministry of the gospel : " And 1 
intreat thee also, true yoke fellow, help those 
women which labored with me in the gospel, with 
'Clement also, and with other of my fellow labo- 
rers whose names are in the book of life." Philip, 
iv. 3. The society of Friends being satisfied that 
females were called to the ministry among them, 
"and having every necessary assurance that it was 
agreeable to the wise administration of the Head 
*of the church, have not believed that they should 
^be excluded, but own them in the ministry, and 
:are often edified by their labors in the gospel.-^ 
^ne of the duties which we are satisfied is vested 
in the church, is a careful attention to this subject. 
'Those who have had experience and have long 
tstood firm in obedience to the spirit of Christ, are 
•necessarily bound to take notice of appearances in 
4he ministry ; and where any come forth who have 
mistaken their gift, timely to counsel and caution 
them. Thus the living members are instrumental 
to preserve all in their proper places ; instructing 
one another in the opening of that light which 
makes manifest. -But though we are' satisfied that 
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male and female are called' to the miniatry, we do 
not believe they are' to be paid for their labors, or 
to preach by contract. But agreeably -Cor tibte charge 
of ChYist to his disciples : ** Freely ye have re- 

^ceived, freely give," Mat. x. 1. We cannot there- 
fore own any in the ministry who disobey this 

-command of Christ But as it was the duty of 
the church in the primitive day to give to the poot 
amongst diem, so we believe we are also in duty 

'%ound to provide for otar poor, as weilministers as 
others. Although we esteem a living and Divinely 
authorized ministry, and believe it is a blessing to 
the chl3[rch, yet as we consider all true ministers to 

%e the servants of Christ, who only can render ef- 
fectual their services, so we are satisfied that they 
must necessarily wait for his instruction in every 
step they take in this -solemn duty. But shouM 
any rise and attempt to speak in his name, under 
the inffuence or choice of the creaturely will, we 
bflieve such would contribute to their own con- 
demnation, and by no means profit the people.— 
Therefore as we do not unite wiith those who are 
hirelings, so neither do we own such to be the min- 
isters of Christ, who profess to be always ready, 
and who make it their rule to preach at all times 
v^hen aU^^sembjy are gathered. 
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OF DIVINE WORSHIP, 



As it was the practice of the primitive believers 
in Christ, to meet together for the purpose of wor- 
shipping him, so we believe it remains to be a duty 
enjoined upon all his followers down to the present 
day. They were formerly instructed on this im- 
portant occasion, and encouraged to believe by the 
promise of Christ, *' That where two or three are 
gathered togetlier in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." Mat. xviii. 20. We therefore 
believe that it is our indispensable duty publicly to 
assemble ourselves together in order to worship 
the living God. But our manner of meeting in 
silence, has been spoken of as being no where 
warranted by the example of primitive believers, or 
the testimony of the holy scriptures. To tliis we 
answer that as the gospel dispensation is purely 
spiritual, and that as no formal acts without the 
spirit can constitute divine worship, so we are 
therefore persuaded that we ought to wait for the 
needful qualification to worship the Father in spir- 
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it, and in truth ; and this we believe may be doner 
without the aid of the human voice. For if ther 
worship of God, depended upon the organic pow- 
ers of oiir nature, and could not be performed with- 
out them, then it must be in part a natural and not 
purely a sphitual worship. We are informed on 
this subject, by the Head of the church, that *♦ the 
hour Cometh, and now is, when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, 
for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God 
is a spirit, and they that worship him, must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth." John, iv. 23, 24. 
It therefore appears to us that no well founded oh- 
jection can be raised against our silent meetings ; 
and that the fonii itself correctly agrees with that 
kind of worship which christians are called to. — 
And although we do not deny, that the spirit of 
Christ may sometimes accompany vocal acts of 
worship; yet we believe many may be deceived by 
complying with outward forms without the spirit. 
We confess also, that it is possible for an assembly 
to be gathered into outward silence, and not expe- 
rience the mind to be separated from the influence 
of the natural wanderings and desires of the crea- 
ture. In either case, pure and spiritual worship 
may fail to be performed. But in- tlie former. 
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*Mrhere an assembly are eolliex;ted» and without 
Avaiting for the mmd ofthe spirit, immediately pi^- 
Mseed to outward and formal acts, there appears to 
ms a danger of departing from the will of God, and 
fulfilling the will of man alone. To wait upon 
^od, requires a state in which we are-fl^ipatdted 
from all the acts of the tfteatute. But such a state 
is not obtained while any thing of our own com- 
mands ouc .attention. Hence we infer that were 
we to enter our religious assemblies, and pursue 
the first emotions and ideas, <we should' be liall^e^ 
be active in the first nature without the quickening 
influence of the Holy Spirit; and all such acts, 
however specious, we believe will fail to b^e accept- 
able to the Father, who is a pure and spiritual be- 
ing, only known and worsh^^ped m that manifes- 
tation of the spirit which he has been pleased to 
grant to all them that wait upon and worship him 
in spirit and in truth. Many are the instances 
^mentioned in tlie Scriptures of the faithful waiting 
'tipon God. The prophet Jeremiah says, **the 
Lord is good unto them that wait for him — ^to the 
soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should 
both hope and quieUy wait for the salvation' of the 
Lord." Lam. iii. 25, 26. David saith, '* I wait- 
ed .patiently for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, 
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and heard my cry/* Psa. xl. !• Isaiah saith, 
*' And it shall be said in that day, \o, this is our 
God, we have waited for him, and he will save us. 
This is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation.'' Isaiah, xxv. 
9. One more instance I wiU add in confirmation 
of leaning upon and waiting for the aid of the spirit. 
"But if we hope for that we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it. liikewise the spirit also 
'helpeth our infirmities, for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought, but the spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us, with groanings which 
cannot be uttered."" Rom. viii. 25, 26. In this 
doctrine of the apostle, it is evident that he believed 
in the necessity of waiting in the spirit, and that 
there was a senwble devotion in the influence of 
the spirit itself, joined with the soul of man, where 
words were ijot necessary or even competent to 
the occasion. ** As there can be nothing more op- 
posite to the natural will and wisdom of man, than 
this silent waiting upon God ; so neither can it be 
obtained, nor rightly comprehended by man, but 
as he layeth down his own wisdom and will, so as 
to be content to be thoroughly subject to God. — 
Therefore it was not preached, nor can it be so 
practised, but by such as find no outward cere- 
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Taony, no observation*, no words, yea not the best 
and purest, even the words of Scripture, able to 
i^atisfy their weary and afflicted souls. Because 
where all these may be, the life, power and virtue 
which make such things effectual, may be want- 
ing. Such I say were necessitated to cease from 
nil externals and to be silent before the Lord, and 
l^ing directed to that inward principle of life, and 
light in themselves, as the most excellent teacher 
which can never be removed into a corner; they 
came thereby to be taught to wait upon God in the 
measure of life and grace received from him, and 
to cease from their own forward words and actions, 
in the natural will and comprehension, and feel 
after this inward seed of life, that as it moveth, 
they may move with it, and be actuated by its 
jiower, and influenced whether to pray, preach or 
sing. And so from tliis principle of man's being 
f ilent, and not acting in the things of God of him- 
self, until thus actuated by God's light and grace 
in the heart, did naturally spring, that manner of 
jjiitting together in silence." — [Apology, p. 353.] 
** Yet I do not so much commend and speak of 
silence, as if we had bound ourselves by any law, 
to exclude praying or preaching, or lied ourselves 
tliereunto, not at all ; for as our worship consistcth 
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not in words, so neither in silence, but in an holy 
dependence of the mind upon God, from which 
dependence, silence necessarily follows in the first 
place, until words can be brought forth, which are 
from God's spirit."— [Apology, p. 360. 

The reader will, from the foregoing, have some 
idea of our reasons for assembling in silence ; but 
they only can be competent to judge in this weighty 
matter, who have come to the light of Christ in 
themselves, and are sensible of those joys which 
spring from an inward and spiritual knowledge of 
his presence. Friends believe that all true wor» 
shippers in spirit and in truth, must walk in the 
spirit, and not fulfil the lusts of the fiesh. Neither 
are we alone in our belief, that divine worship is a 
spiritual act, and to be known and performed in 
silence. '* Devotion considered in itself, is an in- 
tercourse between God and us*— 4>etween the Su- 
preme, Self Existent, Inconceivable Spirit, which 
formed and preserves the universe, and that particu- 
lar Spirit, with which, for awful reasons, he has 
animated a portion of matter on earth, that we call 
man. It is a silent act, in which the soul divests 
itself of outward things, flies into Heaven and 
pours forth all its wants, wishes, hopes, fears, guilt 
or pleasure, into the bo«om of an Almii^^fy Friend. 
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True devtttk)xi doubtless requires a considerab!^^ 
degree of abstraction from the world ; that we hear 
little of it is not wonderful. It makes no noise in> 
the circle of the learned, or of the elegant. Under 
a heap of worldly care, we smother the lovely in- 
fant, and will not let.it breathe. . Vanity, ambition, 
avarice, quench the celestial fire ; . and these alas, 
are too much the god of mortals. Writers have 
been amusing us only with shadows of this piety, 
instead of giving us its soul and substance. Supers 
S:titionhas placed it in opinions, ceremonies, austeri- 
ties, pilgrimages, an august temple, or splendid 
imagery, which has little connection with senti- 
ment or spirit. Enthusiasm has swelled with un- 
natural conceptions, and obtruded a spurious off- 
spring on the world, instead of this engaging child 
of reason and truth; whilst the lukewarm have 
rested in a few outward duties which have had no 
vigor, and as they spring not from the heart, never 
entered the temple of the Most High» Real piety is 
of a very different, and of a much more animated 
nature ; it looks up to God, sees, hears, feels him 
in every event; in every vicissitude, in all places, 
in all seasons, and upon all occasions. It is theory 
verified by experience, it is faith substantiated by 
Hiental enlojrm^nt, it is. heaven transplanted into . 
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^e iltuman bosom; it is the nuUance of the Di- 
yinity, wanning and encircling man. It is a spir- 
itual sense, gratifi^ byv spiritual sensations ; with-  
out this, aU ceremonies are inefficacious— -books, 
prayers, sacraments, and mediations, are but a 
body without a soul, or a statue without animation. . 
That man is- capable of such an intercourse with 
his Maker, there are many living witnesses to 
prove. It may be proved to spring from natural 
and philosophical causes. . God is a spirits— «o is 
the mind ; bodies can have intercourse*— so can 
souls. When minds are in an assimilating state ^ 
of purity, they have union with their Maker. This 
was the bliss of Paradise — sin interrupted, and 
holiness must restore it : to a soul thus disposed, . 
the Creator communicates himself in a manner,^ 
which is. as- insensible .to tlie natural eye, as the 
falling of dew ; but not less refreshing to its secret 
powers, than that is to vegetation. The primitive 
saints are described dms, .when they speak of their 
transports. ^ David feltit wjtien he longed for Crod, ^ 
39 the heart pantelh after the water brooks. St. . 
£aul, when he gloried in liiSstiJ3>ulations» It was 
embodied in* him vr\iea he was4»nied up into the - 
third hisavenr and heard things impossible to be^ 
vMered* St Stephen w.9s filled with it, wjii^. he. 
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Mzsv the heavens open, and prayed for his murde- 
jers. By it martyrs were supported when they were 
stoned, and sawed assunder; and till we feel it in our- 
selves, we ^hall never fully know how glorious the 
Lord is." London Review, December, 1791. 

It follows, (says the learned Howe,) that having 
formed' this, his more excellent creature, according 
to his more express likeness, stampt it with the 
more glorious character of his living image, given 
it a nature suitable to his own, and thereby made 
it capable of rational atid intelligent converse with 
him ; he hath it even in his power to maintain a 
continual converse with this creature by agreeable 
communications — by letting in upon it the vital 
beams and influence of his own light and love, and 
receiving back the return of its grateful acknowl- 
edgements and praises, wherein it is manifest he 
should do no greater thing than he hath done.— - 
For who sees not that it is a matter of no greater 
difficulty to converse with, than to make a reasona- 
ble creature ? Or who would not be ashamed to 
deny, that he who hath been the only Author of 
the soul of man, and of the excellent powers and 
faculties belonging to it, can more easily sustain 
that which he hath made, and converse with his 
creature suitably to the way wherein h^ hath mad# 
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it capable of his converse.*' The memorahk John 
Hales, in his Golden Remains, expresses himself 
thus, on the subject of spiritual worship : "Nay, 
one thing I know more — that the prayer, which is 
the most forcible, transcends and far exceeds all the 
power of words. For St. Paul, speaking unto us 
of the most effectual kind of prayer, calls it sighs 
and groans, that cannot be expressed. Nothing 
cries so loud in the ears of God, as the sighing of 
a contrite and earnest heart," 

From all which, and many other testimonies 
which might be produced, it must be evident that 
a spiritual devotion is believed in, and has been 
acknowledged by others as well as the society of 
Friends. Although this divine and spiritual devo- 
tion may be experienced when our hands are em- 
ployed in the business of this world, and we doubt 
not many pious souls are poured out before God in 
secret, by gratefully owning his mercy and grace ; 
yet we are satisfied that such will be glad often to 
assemble themselves together, that they may unite 
in spirit in this duty. And we have often had ex- 
perience that it is acceptable to our holy Head, that 
we meet together to wait upon and worship him. 
He has owned our silent and solemn assemblies, 
;and in them united us in the fellowship of his dear 
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Son. Therefore we believe that is our i&di&pea&;[^.- 
ble duty^ and that they who sincerely attend to it . 
will know the promise fulfilled.. *<Even the 
3Fouths shall faintand be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall ; but Ihey that wait upon the 
Lprdy shall renew their strengdi ; they^ shall mount 
up wilh WHigs as eagles — ^they shall run and not 
be weary, and they shall walk and not ftdnt*^ 
Isa. Ix. 30, 31.. Therefore, we are. concerned to 
practice the exhortation of the apostle: **Iibefieech\ 
you brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
spntyour bodies a living sacrifice — ^holy, accepta- 
ble unto God— which is your reasonable service.*' 
Rom. xii, .1.. '* Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together as, the manner of some is.^"^ 
Heb. x^ 25; But concerning those who think of 
his name, the prophet Malachi has said : '^ Then . 
they that feared the Lord, spake often one to an- . 
other, and the Lqrd barkened and heard it ; and a > 
book of remembrance was written before him, for- 
diem that feared the Lord and. thought upon his 
name. And they shall be mine^ saith' the Lord of 
hosts, in ^at day when I make up my jewels, an^d 
r will spare them as a man spareth his oiyn spiv. 
thdt serv^lh him" Wfel^.iii. .16* !?♦. 
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OF PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL SINGING TO 

THE LORD. 



Having giveii an account of our belief concern- 
ing the spirituality of worships I shall now speak 
of prayer ; which though it is a part of the worship 
of God, and not to be dispensed with by the chris- 
tian, appears to me, cannot be acceptable, when 
performed in the will or- wisdom of man. But 
prayer, performed by the direction of the Divine 
Spirit, is profitable, and should not be neglected.—* 
The disciples, sensible of this, applied to the only 
proper instructor, and we believe that they who at 
this day apply to him, will be rightly directed in 
this solemn act. That others who have their forms 
of prayer committed to memoryj and are formsj in 
the act, not knowing the instruction and puttings 
forth of the Divine Spirit, are not asking in his 
name, and therefore will not receive. Perhaps 
there is scarcely sai act sanctioned by the rdigion 
of Jesus Christ, less understood, and therefore none 
more abused, than: that of prayer. Those who 
think they are within the meaning of this duty, be-^ 
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cause they are governed by the boundaries set in 
what is called the Lord's prayer, are too generally 
deficient. They do not consider that the very first 
sentence in that solemn compendium requires a 
qualification. Who are they that may call God 
father ? Certainly not those who are the servants 
of sin— who reject the light of Christ, and are ene- 
mies to his spirit— these are not his children.—- 
" But as many as are led by the spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. Rom. viii. 14. Such may 
say, our Father which art in Heaven : but of the 
vast multitude who are daily addressing him by 
that paternal title, there is reason to doubt, few are 
his obedient children; and all others are saying 
that which is not true in relation to themselves.— 
They have not lived in nor received the spirit of 
adoption, authorizing them to cry Abba, Father. 
Neither are the disobedient willing that his king- 
dom should be set up in their hearts, nor that the 
divine will should be done ; but they live in 
the pride and obstinacy of their own self will. In- 
stead of forgiving men their trespasses, they watch 
the opportunity for revenge, and are gratified when 
they succeed in punishing those who they imagine 
have injured them ; and yet some of these are for- 
ward to pray in the assemblies of the people, and 
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would willingly persuade men, that they have a 
claim to true devotion. Others again, seem to 
suppose they shall be heard for their much speak- 
ing, and therefore are crowding together all the 
subjects of desire which the imagination can reach, 
and calling upoii the Almighty to grant them this 
vast assemblage of requests. If we were to take a 
correct account' of the multitude of petitions, which 
are vocally offered up, and strictly to examine and 
reflect upon them, I have sometimes thought there 
arc few of common understanding, but what would 
be of opinion that many of them were extravagant. 
This part of devotion, it seems, was practised by 
the Pharisees of old. Our Lord has taken notice 
of them, and evidently condemned them and their 
prayers together. No doubt they had their admi- 
rers in that day, as well as many in the present.— 
But what were the remarks which the Saviour of 
the world made upon them: "And when tho\i 
prayest thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are, for 
they love to pray, standing in the synagogues, and 
in the comers of the streets, that they may be seen 
of men ; verily I say unto you, they have their re- 
ward." Mat. vi. -5. Having shewn tlie motives 
of these supplicants, and noticed that a primary ob- 
ject m^ them was to be seen of men, he gives his 



"38 , 

cKscipleB an instructive lesson on the subject; a 
lesson which ought to be deeply pondered on by 
all those who think themselves called to vocal 
prayer, in the assemblies of the people, as well as 
by those who in their closetS/ attempt to address the 
Almighty. " But when ye pray, use not vaui 
repetitions as the heathens do, for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be 
not ye therefore, like unto thetn, for your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of before ye 
ask him." Mat. vii. 8. These cautions are suffi- 
cient to prove that though bur Lord has invited to 
prayer, yet he requires that they who pray should 
know that the motive is pure — that it is free from 
all creaturely passions and affections ; and therefore 
he has said for the encouragement of such,—*' Ask, 
and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock,andit shall be opened unto you." Mat. vii. 7. 
PVayer being thus governed by purity of motive, 
and offered according to the direction of the spirit, 
is an acceptable act ; and as it is not seeking, or 
asking in the will of the creature, but in the will of 
God, so we believe that which he by his spirit puts^ 
into the souls of his children to ask for, he will 
certainly grant. The naftural man, with all his 
studied forms of prayer, is ignorant of the spirit ; 
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and therefore k'noWs not "vrhat'tD ask for, but is ih 
darkness and spiritual death, and never can pray 
acceptably until he is brought under the redeeming 
pow^r of truth, and made subject to the cross o^ 
Christ, having the old and fallen nature humbled 
by the righteous judgments of God upon it. In 
this state, the soul is sensible of the need it has of 
"a supply of daily bread, and there is begotten in it 
a true hiihgier and thirst after righteousness ; the 
s^piritual feelings are quickened and made alive 
unto God, and all the. temptations of the enemy are 
resisted. In this conflict, the weight of human infir- 
mities is felt and prayers are always alive in the soul^ 
heticfe it may be said of such, agreeably to the ex- 
hortation of the apostle Paul, they **pray without 
ceasing." Now this living travail from under the 
power of dairkness and the dominion of sin, is not 
a superficial or outward business ; but it is a work 
spiritually known in the presence of God, and his 
gracious ear is always open to all the groanings 
and^prayers of those who endure it; because they 
breathe in his own divine spirit, and live to hlfti, 
and not to themselves. To such he is pleased to 
make manifest his will ; not only concerning them- 
selves, and the things that are present, but also 
concerning others, and the things that are to come. 
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Such was the condition of the prophet Elijah, who 
** prayed earnesdy that it might not rain ; and it 
rained not upon the earth by the space of three 
years and six months. And he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth 
her fruit." James, v. 17, 18. No one should 
suppose that the dearth here spoken of, was sepa- 
rately the effect of the natural will of the prophet ; 
and therefore, in this we have an instance that true 
prayer is an entrance into, and concurrence with 
the divine mind. Hence we believe that it cannot 
be performed, but only as we are led thereto by the 
spirit of God ; Tjy which the things of God, and 
his will are made manifest. 

Now when an assembly are gathered for the pur- 
pose of divine worship, and any believe they are 
called to vocal prayer — ^many present being led into 
the will of God— the prayer itself will be owned, 
and united with by such as being from the dictates 
of the spirit ; but if the person speaking does not 
keep to the leadings of the spirit, then what is said 
is not true prayer, and will not be accepted. If 
again he is guided in what is said by the spirit of 
God, then all they of the assembly who are gath- 
ered into tbe divine will, are united in the prayer. 
But in our solemn assembliesa there may be differ- 
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ent states and different growths, and each may be 
gathered into the divine will concerning themselves; 
but owing to their various wants, they may not be 
led to unite in one petition ; though all may be 
brought into the will of God, and all engaged in 
spiritual prayer. In this view of prayer, we be- 
lieve our silent opportunities together must appear 
really important, and adapted to the purposes of 
spiritual and acceptable worship. That prayer 
can only be ope&ed in the understanding, and 
rightly directed by the divine spirit, there are many 
passages in the Scriptures to prove. " Likewise 
the spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought ; but the 
spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. And he that search- 
eth the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the 
spirit; because he maketh intercession for the 
saints, according to the will of Grod." Rom. viii. 
26, 27. Again, the same apostle saith : ** I will 
pray with the spirit and I will ptay with the under- 
standing alsb.'^ 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 

I shall not detain the reader with further quota- 
tions from the Scriptures, on this solemn subject. 
But if the foregoing may be accepted as a correct 
account of the nature oif prayer, then no custom, 
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however it ta«y be sanctioQed by multitudes^ whifch 
18 not consistent therewith, merits the name of 
prayer. That true prayer is of a spiritual nature, 
appears to have been the judgment of others as 
well as Friends. Dr. Gell says,— "words con- 
ceived only in an earthly mind, and uttered otit' of 
the memory by man's voice, which make a noise 
in the ears of flesh and blood, are not, nor can he 
accounted a prayer before our Father which is in 
Heaven." Dr. Smaldridge, bishop of Bristol, has 
the following expressiops : " Devotion of mirtd is 
itself a silent prayer, which wants not to be clothed 
in words, that God may bettef know our desires. 
He regards not the service of our lips, but the in- 
ward disposition of our hearts." Monro speaks to 
the same effect, in his Just Measures of pious In- 
stitutions of Youth. " I am persuaded," says he, 
" that it would be vastly advantageous for youth, 
if care were taken to train them up to this method 
of prayer; that is, if they were taught frequently 
to place themselves in the Divine presence, and 
there silently to adore their Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier. For hereby they would become 
habitually recollected. Devotion would be their 
element, and they would know by experience, 
what our blessed Saviour, and his great apostle 
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i&eaBSj when they, enjoin us to piay without cea^ 
ing. It was, I suppose, by some such method of 
devotion as I am now speaking of, that Enoch 
walked with God ; that Moses saw Him that is 
invisible ; that the royal psalmist set the Lord al- 
ways before him ; and that our Lord Jesus him- 
•self, continued whole nights in prayer to God.—- 
No man, I believe, will inxagine that his prayer, 
during all the space in which it is said to have con- 
tinued, was altogether vocal. When he was in 
his agony in the garden he used but few words.— 
 His vocal prayer then consisted only of one peti- 
tion, and an act of ptire resignation, thrice repeated. 
But I hope all will allow, that his devotion lasted 
longer, than while he was employed in the uttering 
of a few sentences." Prayer, therefore, being 
purely of a divine origin^ and only brought forth in 
man by the immediate openings and leadings of 
the Spirit of God, Friends believe that all who 
enter upon it, without such direction and govern*^ 
ment, are only fulfillirig the will of the creature ; 
and though they may repeat the best of words, 
even the prayer which Christ taught his disciples, 
it is not prayer to them, nor will it enter the ears 
of the Most High. As in regard to prayer, we 
hold that no human acquirements can qualify for 
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it, or in any degree be equal to it, so also we believe 
with respect to singing of Jiymns and spiritual 
songs. On this subject we differ from many other 
professors of Christianity ; and we have reason to 
believe that some pious and well disposed profes- 
sors have not seen how to reconcile our omission 
of this practice. But the society of Friends do not 
believe that songs of thanksgiving or praise, are of 
necessity vocal. If by the Divine Spirit, any are 
* favored to feel praise to spring in their souls, let 
them sing their spiritual song in spirit, where it 
properly originates ; and we doubt notr God, who 
is a spirit, will understand their spiritual song.— 
But we do riot see that those inward joys of the 
soul, at all stand in need of any outward or musi- 
cal tone, to render them acceptable to God. And 
though we were sometimes to admit the outward 
voice to be incorporated with this spiritual impres- 
sion, yet we are not of the judgment that this 
would be proper in our religious assemblies ; be- 
cause we are aware that all could not in truth sing 
the same song — some would be likely to be un- 
qualified. Indeed it could seldom occur, that the 
whole congregation would be raised into the same 
spiritual song ; and if any should outwardly sing, 
tb^t which was not inwardly brought forth in ^em 
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by the spirit c^ God, such would be acting con- 
trary to tmth, and could not be edified thereby.*— 
From this view of the subject, we apprehend all 
those who are not prepared in the spirit, to sing, 
had better be silent. And those who are opened 
in spirit, into the songs of the Lord, let them sing 
to the Lord in spirit; and not to men, lest they 
become the instruments of spiritual death to those 
whom the Lord has not yet given a song ; and 
who, according to his righteousness, are yet to. 
pass under the just dispensation of condemnation. 
But if the whole assembly were bom of the spirit, 
and each of them were in consequence prepared 
for the true worship of God, we have elsewhere 
said that this does not require the aid of the human 
voice ; but being an inward and divine qualification 
known unto God, because brought forth by himj 
we are not sensible that it is made any more ac- 
ceptable by. being proclaimed outwardly in songs 
to men. And if the outward singing does not add 
to the spiritual virtue of the thanksgiving or praises, 
then there is no advantage gained by it. That 
singing Ihen, which is pleasing to the Almighty, 
must proceed from that which is pure in the heart, 
even from the divine life and manifestation of the 
spirit; and all those will, no doubt, as they are 
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movei thereby, have spiritaal ^ongs and hyms, tcy^ 
return unto the Lord. But we do not find in the 
New Testament, any thing to warrant the use of 
iiistruments of music, or artificial »nging in the- 
worship of God ; and being satisfied that he is, and 
may be worshipped in spirit and in truth, we leave 
all those outward acts, which are often attended 
with danger to the cause of sincerity, out of our 
practice. According to the usual method of those 
'who unite with vocal sii^ing, a psalm is offered 
to the assembly, and then they jom.in singing the 
same. But let us, for the sake of further under* 
standing the subject, suppose the following is to 
be sung : " I am weary with my groaning ; all the- 
night make I my bed to swim ; I water my couch 
with my tears." Psal. vi. 6. It must be evident 
that those only could sing this psalm, who had 
been in the same state-r--^ others would be singl- 
ing that which they had, not known. And thus it 
must be in every instance, where any join in the- 
songs of the failhful,. who have not themselves^ 
been faithful. We, therefore, believe that as the 
worship WjB are called to is of divine origin, there 
is no mistake in its operations ; but all the living 
may harmonize together in ^e same spirit, and: 
worship Ood, *^ acconHng as he has dealt to ever3r 
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maI^the measure of faith." Rom. xii. 3. Nor 
do we beliere the rebellious and enemies to the 
truth, can join, while they remain in that state, in 
the true and spiritual worship. But we know they 
may unite their voices, where an outward form of 
worship is embraced, and such may even suppose 
they are doing God service. The society of Friends 
are therefpre satisfied with their silent and s{nritual 
meetings ; and abundantly prefer them to any for-, 
'mal mode of worship, which is outward, and not * 
according to the leadings and manifestations of the 
divine spirit. 

Prom what has been said, the reader will ob- 
serve that we are by profession, bound to wait for 
the moving and direction of the spirit ; and not to . 
proceed to preaching, praying, or singing in our 
splemn meetings, unless we are thereunto led ; and 
that in the two last cases, there may be many en- 
gaged, . according to their different wants? and. 
growths, .even at the same time and in the same 
assembly, wjiich would not be the case, if all were 
exiled to join in the same form„ either of prayer or of 
singiflg. , We therefore believe, that we are called : 
u|)on to hold up a testimony against all those per*, 
fi^rmaaces, in the solemn act of worship, which are 
eRjieied unon in the will, wisdom^ and ^ff^ oija:^^ 
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and to exalt by precept and example^ our testimony 
to the spirituality of the gospel dispensation, well 
knowing that it is a dispensation in which the sub- 
stance is to be enjoyed in the spirit and life of the 
dear Son of G^d, whd is building up a spiritual 
church, founded upon him in all things. 



OF THE DOCTRINE OF FAITH. 

On the doctrine of faith, we say with the apos- 
tle, that " without faith it is impossible to please 
God." But by faith, we do not mean a confession 
to any particular form of opinions ; because this 
would be possible for wicked men, or those who 
are in many respects reprobate concerning the faith 
in Christ. Neither are we of the judgment, that 
our *' faith should stand in the wisdom of man, but 
in the power of God. 1 Cor. ii. 5. Therefore, 
we believe that the faith of a triie disciple of Christ, " 
is in a living principle— a divine and heavenly gift, 
which no human power can beget in us, but which 
is the immediate manifestation of the eternal spirit 
and word of God. Wherefore, we conclude with 
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the apostie Paal : '' Faith cometh by hearing), and 
hearing by the word of God." Rom. x. 17. This 
word, we believe to be the same which was in the 
beginning, which Moses spoke of, and which Paul 
adverts to and says, ** Is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart. That is the word of 
faith, which we preach." Rom. x. 8. Those there- 
fore, who believe in this inward manifestion of the 
word, and have their spiritual ear open to hear, 
have come to embrace the proper object of faith, 
without which it is impossible to please God. To 
such, faith is the evidence of things not seen, the 
substance of things hoped for. They are in the 
tme and spiritual sense the children of faithful 
Abraham, walking by the same rule, and minding 
the same thing. This is that faith by which the 
elders obtained a good report, and concerning 
which so much is said in the holy Scriptures.—- 
Every one, therefore, whose spiritual ear is open 
to this manifestion o£ the spirit, or word of faiths 
is no longer trusting to the natural understanding, 
but living subject to the divine mind, and thereby 
overcoming the world. Until we have come to 
this living priaeiple, this light and life of the spir- 
it, the soul remains subject to the fallen nature, and 

eannot serve God acceptably, or be united to him* 
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But we believe -that this, great pirinoiple of feith ift« 
o0ered to all men, and that thofl0 o^:every<descrip-r 
tion who come to trust in it, and \)e led by it, wUl . 
be raised from under the dominion of fallen nature, 
and united by faith to the general assembly of the 
church of the first born, wbose names are written 
in heaven. Wheresoever this living fai^ is,, th^re 
will be the works corresponding with it But a. 
faith that is without works is not of divine origin. 
«< Was not Abraham, pur father, justified by works, 
when be had offered his son Isaac, upon the altar? 
S)eesi thou how faith wrought with his works, and . 
by works was faith made perfect." James, ii^ 
2JL, 22. When the soul of man is brought to jean 
upon this divine manifestation of the spirit, then, 
there is no longer a submission to evil, but all the 
powers of teniiptation are laid open, and the trans* . 
grossing nature in man is brought to light, and ; 
judgment ia passed upon it, 'Hieseane they, who , 
walk in the spirit, and have no ooi^ence in the 
flesh, and ** who are kept by die power of God,. . 
tbrough faith unta salvation ; ready^io .be revealed 
m the last time." 1 Peter, L 5.^. Fnnnlhef forego*, 
iag, it will sq[>pear diat Friends consider it^ppssi*;. 
lie, for a man to acknowledge that he believes in > 
Ike moral excellency of the dootrinespf the Scrip**. 
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tores, and subscribe formally to many truths of the 
gospel ; he may even fulfil the woiks of the law, 
and regard all the outward duties of religion, but 
£nl at last to have that faith by which the promise 
was to be inherited,. said by which the strong will 
of the creature is kept in subjection to the Crea- 
tor. F(Mr in whomsoever this word of faith is 
brought forth, and made the governing principle, 
in such the will and pride of the creature is brought 
down ; they act not from motives of human kind, 
Aor are they, soliciting human approbation ; but 
they seek that honor which comes from God on- 
ly, and therefore they believe, to the saving of the 
soul. Such do not stumble at the cross of Christ,, 
nor confer with flesh and blood; but however 
singular they may appear among men, they, like 
Paul, are obedient to the heavenly vision. 



OF SANCTIFICATfON AN© JUSTIFICATION. 

It is when we have submitted to the manifes- 
tation of the spirit, and have come in consequence 
to possess the true and Bving faith, which is be- 
fore spoken of, that the society of Friends believe 

*8, 
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Vie are justified. ' "Be it known unto you, there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this man, is 
preached unto you, the forgiveness of sins ; and by 
him, all that believe are justified." Acts, xiii. 38, 39. 
But justification cannot be without sanctification, nor 
sanctification without obeidience, nor obedience 
without faith. Therefore, as true faith is always 
connected with obedience, "we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith, without the deeds of the 
law:" Rom. iii. 28. that 'is, whether he is ac- 
quainted with the outward obligations contained in 
the law or otherwise. By faith in the law of the 
spirit, and obedience thereunto, he will be so 
strengthened and instructed, as to fulfil the law, 
and even be justified by the law, though he act 
not from an outward knowledge of it, but from 
the word of faith alone. But justification, we 
have said, is not without sanctification. The rea- 
der will observe, that the two terms are of them- 
selves, when applied to man, not definite; that 
is, a man may be sanctified in part, and justified 
in part And we believe that he is only justi- 
fied in the same proportion or degree that he is 
sanctified : consequently, that entire justification 
must be because of entire sanctification; and such 
a state of perfect sanctification, we believe to be 
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311 effort produced by perfect obedience to the 
manifestation of the spirit of Christ. But those 
who act from a respect tp the law, as it is outward,, 
may do so from a principle of self-love, and may. 
obtain the outward justification of the law, and be 
highly esteemed among men, and at the same time 
not obtain that justification which is of faith, but 
even be enemies to the cross of Christ, standing 
in the pride of the creature, and in that wisdom 
which, is foolishness with God. Therefore the 
apostle lias said, *'By the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight;" Rom. iii.. 
20. ** But being justified by faith, we have peace 
widi God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace where- 
in we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God.'Mlom. V. 1, 2, That is, we are not pos- 
sessed of any merit of our own, by which we can 
come of ourselves to this grace, but are sinful and 
fallen creatures, without power to make reconcil- 
iation with God. And therefore our freedom from 
the sins that are pa&t, is proposed and offered to 
us by the mercy of, Christ supplying for us what 
on our part was lacking, on condition of our obe- 
dience to the manifestation of his spirit ; but in no 
case applied for our benefit, while we continue to 
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'4'effise to walk in his light. I have spoken c^ 
sanetification as going before justification. We 
believe when any one is awakened by the power 
and spirit of Christ and brought to see his fall- 
en and sinful state, that there is^ if I may so «(peaky 
a provisional justification for him ; by which he 
is introduced so far into the favor of the Almighty, 
as to receive the opportunity of forgiveness of 
sins that are past, and stand acquitted from them 
by the mediation of Christ, on condition that he 
accept the offered dispensation of repentance ; 
from which will follow, in the progress of the 
soul in obedience to Christ, saiictification, and a 
consequent justification. In this view the apostle 
places the case. " And such were some of you, 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye ' 
are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the spirit of our God.'' 1 Cor. vi. 11, " For 
this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
and that every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour/' — 
Thes. iv, 3, 4. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF PERFECTION. 



The doctrine of perfection apptears to me to 
follow fieKt in coa]:^e after sanctification and justi- 
fication. Frietidfi believe that a state of perfection 
in this life, is enjoined in ^ positive a manner as 
any other obligation whatever. ** Be' ye th'erefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven 
is perfect." Mat. v. 48. If this plain and posi- 
tive command of Christ be rightly understood, we 
"^hall find that it must be taken in connexion witli 
other considerations which he has communicated. 
We are told,-^** I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
-He that abideth in me and I in him, the same 
^btingeth forth much fruit ; for without me ye can 
•do nothing." We tfiereforc m^ consider the doc- 
trine of perfection under this figure : as though our 
Lord had said, that as the brantih of the vine is 
perfect, acc<Mrding to ite kind, in consequence of 
the order of nature, by being in connexion with 
the vine, so also shall ye be if ye abide in me.^— 
But unless ye abide in me^ there is in your case a 
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deficiency ; and that order which only ie perfect is 
broken, in which state ye cannot be perfect. But 
the perfection which I have called you to, is en- 
tirely possible on my principle ; and this you must 
believe, if you can believe ihat your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect. You have a proof of his 
perfection in all his works ; and I have told you 
plainly that as the branch and vine are perfect in 
consequence of their connexion, so when ye are 
sustained and live in the same spirit, you will be 
as perfect in your order, as- 1 am in mine. But a» 
the branch would be imperfect, and fail to bring 
forth fruit if it abode not in the vine, so also you 
will fail, if you abide not in me. We have suffi- 
cient evidence in favor of the doctrine of perfec-. 
tion» not only from the command of Christ to his 
disciples, which ought- to be conclusive, but also 
from the doctrine which was common and held 
forth in the primitive church. ^ Paul has said,— 
*' Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect." 1 Cor. ii. 6. If the apostle did not be- 
lieve that there were those in his day, who had 
come to this state, we cannot suppose the above 
sentence would have been offered. But this is far 
from being the only case in which the idea of per- 
fection is spoken of. <'Be perfect, be of good 
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comfort," &c. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Is mentioned by 
the same apostle elsewhere. And again,-—** Till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ. Eph. iv. 13. ** Let us therefore, as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded." Phil. iii» 15 
" Warning" every man, and teaching every man in 
all wisdom, that we may present. every man per- 
fect in Christ Jesus." Col. i. 28.' And on this 
subject the aposUe James has said,-—'' Let patience 
have her perfect work, Ihat ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing." James, i. 4. 

The foregoing evidently proves that the doctrine 
of perfection was not only enjoined by Christ upon 
all his followers, but also believed in and taught by 
his faithful servants in the primitive church. But 
whatever may be the objections raised against it at 
this day, or against the society of Friends for hold- 
ing it up as indispensably, we cannot believe that 
Christianity is maintained according to the fulness 
of its own obligations by those who reject it.~ 
Why any should stumble at this profession, it is 
difficult to conceive ; because a doubt of the possi- 
bility of perfection, must imply unbelief in the all 
sufficiency of the means, which God in his mercy 
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has ofiered for the restarsition and salvation of man*^ 
«ince it must be evident that we are not to be per- 
mitted an inheritance in the kingdom of God, un- 
less we are first made pure. Doubtless &at which 
is pure is perfect, and the perfection which is ire- 
«tuired, is altogether included in the fulfilment of 
those commands which ^re given ; and which, as 
has been before advanced, must be - possible. If 
we take a view of this doctrine, in relation to the 
Will of the Almighty, it must appear that he wills 
our perfect redemption, and consequent separation 
from all transgression. This is manifested by 
every mark of his love to his ci^Bstore man ; but in 
no instance more so, than in that of sending *his 
beloved Son ; or as the evangeliist John informs 
us, — " God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, bui have everlasting life." 
John, iii. 16. And to the same effect has Paul 
^oken : " He that spared not his own "Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freety give us all things." Rom. viii. 32. 
Many other -passages might be instanced to* show 
the love of God to man. All this manifestation of 
his love must be to no purpose, if we are not put 
into a capacity to comply with his will; and &«! 
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his will 10 that we should be made perfect, I hope 
will not be dented, since the command to be so, hA 
no less authority than that of his beloved Son.— <- 
But the perfection of man, &ough it appears to us 
to correspond with tKe divine mind, we do not 
believe is attainable by any power of our own. It 
is a «tate which can only be produced by the sub- 
mission of our will in all things to the will of God. 
And we believe that though it is not in us, as trans- 

. gressing and fallen creatures, to come of ourselves 
to God, and thus to submit to him, yet we doubt 
not, that when by a sense of his love we are drawn 
to him, and through his mercy our sins are for- 
given, because we have passed through the dispen- 
sation of repentance, that it is possible to be so 
allied in love to God, as to let go all improper love 
for other objects, and thus to know a triumph by 
the power of his spirit over the transgressing 

tiature. Therefore we believe that the souls of 
these are so separated from every fallen influence, 
as to stand in perfect obedience of Christ. That 
they are united as branches to him, the true and 
living vine, and partake of that perfect nature which 
the wise God will approve and accept. Such 
know, as Paul has said, — " Ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye have re- 
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ceived the spirit of adoption) whereby we cry 
Hbba, Father. The spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that "we are the children of God." 
Rom. viii. 15, 16. Being thus begotten anew by 
the power of God, they are perfect children of the 
light and of the day ; in whom, through obedience 
to the will of their heavenly Father, victory is 
gained over all the powers of darkness. 



REWARDS AND PUiNiSHMENTS. 

In relation to this subject, we resort, as in other 
eases, to ,the doctrine ^f the Scriptures. Our be- 
lief in them, I have already said, is confirmed by 
the concurrent evidence of the Spirit of Truth ; 
without which we apprehend no one can be a true 
believer, but only led to a traditional and implicit 
belief. Concerning rewards, and punishments, it 
is very clear that the Saviour of men has taught 
this doctrine ; and with it may be t^onnected the 
'belief of immortality, and tiie resurrection both of 
the just and the unjust, ** And before him shall 
be gathered all nations^ and he shall separate them 
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one from another, ad a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from tlie goats. And he shall set the sheep on 
his right hand, hut the goats on his left. Then 
shall the King say to them on his right hand, 
come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was an hungered and ye gave me 
meat, I was thirsty and ye gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and ye took me in ; naked, and ye cloth' 
ed me ; I was sick and ye visited me, I was in 
prison and ye came unto me. Then shall the 
righteous answer him, saying — ^Lord, when saw 
we thee an hungered and fed thee ? or thirsty and 
gave thee drink ? When saw we thee a stranger, 
and took thee in, or naked and clothed thee ? Or 
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee ? And the King shall answer, and say 
unto them-— inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on 
his left hand, depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 
Mat. XXV. 82 to 42. 

Many other passages might be taken to prove 
that rewards and punishments are the manifest 
doctrines of Jesus Christ ; and as certainly as we 



believe him to be the Son of God^-rthe Lord from? 
heaven— a qnickening spirit— the judge of quick 
and dead, so certainly we. profess to believe in and 
teach this doctrine. But to know the terrors of. 
the Lord for sin— to he humbled under the power 
of his mighty hand*-«and reaUy to experience the - 
weight of the dispensation of condemnation, is the 
most effectual convincement tliat the transgressor 
is absolutely and positively separated from the love 
a^id favor of his Lord ; aad we believe that this has 
been the humbling dispensation by which many 
have been brought to believe in the doctrine of re-- 
wards and punishments, and .to be awfully con^ 
vinced that if the soul departed out of time in this 
dark and desperate state, it would be without any^ 
qualification for hi^ppiness* But though we are 
satisfied, according to the Scriptures, that if we die 
in our sins, where our Lord is we cannot come, 
yet we are also satisfied that his tender mercy 
waits long for transgressing mortald, and his calls 
of kindness are in many ways communicated to 
them, to repent, return and live. ; But if all these 
are rejected, and men harden the heart and stiffen 
the neck,, and will none of his reproof* then the 
zmM moment we believe will come when it wiU 
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be said,. '* depart from roe, ye wodien of iniquity, 
«ad let (limthat is filthy be filthy still." 

Whilst I have beeu stating the doctrine of Chris- 
tianity, and the profession of the society on this 
very serious subject, my soul is moved within me 
by a renewed remembrance of the wormwood and 
the gall ; by^a fresh sense of the awful impression 
which I have experienced under the righteous 
judgments of God, for the sins of my youth. And 
•though it may be ^ digression horn the subject, I 
will here expresft the tender solicitude I feel, that 
none may quench the spirit, or evade the holy dis-^ 
eipline of the cross of Christ ; lest they finally fall, 
never to lise again into the privilege of salvation. 
I^ave before stated, that with the doctrine of re* 
wards and punishments, is connected that of the 
iqi^nortality, of the soid, and the resurrection both 
of. the just and ihe unjust. Such a resurrection the 
society of Friends beUeve in, according to the 
Scriptui^. I have often marvelled why any dis 
fission or ground of dispute should exist upon this 
subject, and yet it is one about which much ha» 
been said. Here also we resort to the doctrine of 
i^e Scriptures, and are satisfied with what we ap- . 
pfehend they teach in the case. Paul has said on 
tl|is. subject,--!* There are also celestial bodies. 
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and bodies tenfestrial ; but the glory of the celes- 
tial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the stars ; for 
one star difFereth from another star in glory, so also 
in the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in cor- 
ruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body."" 1- 
Cor. XY. 40 to 45. And again, in the same chap- 
ter: "Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot i;iherit the kingdom of God ; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption." 60. And 
again, — "For this corruptible must put ' on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." 
53, 54. One more passage I shall offer from the 
Scriptures on l^is subject, and afterwards leave the 
reader to his own conclusions : " Then shall the 
dust return to the earth as it was, and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it." Eccl. xxit. 7. 
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DAYS AND T1MB6. 



It U die praetice of Fri^ds to onite yriik othef 
professora of Christiaiu^y in settiog ap^rt one da^ 
in aerefk for the purpose of divio^ worship, wd 
they have no doubt of the propriety of it. Under 
the legal dispensation^ we observe that it was ^ 
divine ordinance, and that the JTews wene strictly 
eigoiaed to regard it. But when th^ Messi^ 
c^me, it is very evident thai he ha4 a view Uf 
excite new and more import^t eonsideratioQS 
abput the observance of days; and finding the 
Pharisees and others very particular, and even su- 
perstitious on this subject, he saw occasion fre« 
quently to put them upon trial. The first circuia* 
s^ce I i^aU nq^ce of this is ^ fol^owiBg •*— * 
^* 4nd it came \o pass that he went through the 
eom fields on Uxe Sabbath day, ^ 1^ disciples 
begap as they went to plipc^ thj^ e^^ of com/' 
Thjs curcumstanee, ii ^ppeajrs, di4 ^i4 escape tbn 
np|ic# oi tfie Pharisees, who theiepipim im|n«di- 

sl^ly Mm wH^M to jind f«aU wi4» ikem, 9^jM 
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^iem in miild of the law. ** Behold, why do thy 
disciples on die Sabbath day that which is not 
lawful." Whereupon they were informed,— 
*« The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath. Therefore the. Son of man is Lord 
also of the Sabbath." Mark, ii. 23, 94, 27, 28. 
A*nd as the Saviour did not join the Pharisees m a 
rebuke of his disciples, we may fairly infer that he 
had an objection to a superstitious observance of 
days and times. *' One man esteemeth one day 
above another — another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind; 
He that regardeth* the day, regardeth unto the 
Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regard it.'* Rom. xiv. 5, 6< 
Such, we observe, was- the liberality of that emi- 
nent minister of Christ, the apostle Paul, on the 
subject of ddys and times ; but I do not mean from 
&ence to infer that he was opposed to the devotion 
of a day to sacred purposes. It is doubtless ex* 
pedient for the professors of Christianity to sep- 
arate themselves at least one day in seven fnun 
worldly business. Yet that he who created time,* 
tnade it all equally good, and that the bare formal 
eessation from labor on the first day of the week, 
ibough outwardly expedient^ and even an accooi?- 
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nodation i&.ei«il sodety, is by no means siiffici«nt; 
and therefore, unless we regaid the day to the 
Lord, we do not regard it * He that searcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins, and sheweth unto men 
what their thoughts are, is often more dishonored 
on that day than in all the other days of the week. 
But a»I have before observed, I am satisfied there 
is no particular holiness attached to one day more 
than another ; yet if we were to lay aside the 
practice of setting apart one day in seven, no doubt 
the cause of religion would suffer by it. The 
society therefore, although they do not believe that 
one day has any sacred preference to another, 
have never departed from the practice of other pro' 
fessors in regard to the first day of the week. 

As it respects days and times appointed for pray* 
ers, fasting, ^., ihbugh they believe that the 
Christiain should live in the spirit of prayer, they 
esoinot make appointments for this puipose, or join 
with those who do. Nor have they consecrated 
days in reverence to any particular occasion or 
person ; well knowing that it is not Ae devotion 
of particular times, but the obedience of the whole 
heart to the will of God, which Christianity calls 
for ; and that not one, but every day that a gra^ 
4»iou8 Crealor may grant to them. It appears that 

*10 



m 

9mA wa» afi«id of some of the lime-senreni in his 
day : "-But now ailer that ye have known Crod, or 
fathra ane known of God, how turn ye again to the 
weak and heg^garly elements, whereunto ye desure 
^aia to be in bondage. I am afrakl of you, lest I 
have bestowed upon you labor in vain. Ye ob- 
serve da3rs, and months, and toes, and years/* 
€lal«iv.O, lOt 11. 



WATER BAPl'lSM. 

Fbisnpb do not believe that water baptism, ihh 
dar 2axy of the forms of admiiustration adopted by 
the various professors of Christianity, is enjoined 
by any ^ix^ said upon the subject in the Scrip- 
tures of truth. But because they have rejected it^ 
and held that it belonged to a ^dispensation inferior 
to te Gospel, some have been so uncharitable as 
to deny that liiey were Christians. When I hav^s 
taken a serious view of Ihe doctrine of water bap« 
fism, and aidmitted, 6>r die sake of exaniinati<my 
dittt it was necessary, I have always stumt^ed at 
4hfs ooiiseqiHeDces wUeh must ci^niiecl with nvix^u 
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Mief. If, for infltaBce, we say. that a Mml eaanor 
be saved unless the body of the person is dipped in 
water, or sprinkled by another, then the conse* 
quence must be, that the grace of God, oe manifes-^ 
tation of the spirit, is not a sufficient means for 
salvation ; that even the Almighty cannot perfect 
the salvation of man, without the aid of one of his 
creatures to sprinkle or dip the person to be saved. 
This I coi^d never admit,.and yet it must be admit- 
ted if there is- no salvation without*. But there is, 
and has beea salvation without it; for no one can 
believe that, the innumerable company which no 
man could number, of ail nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, which stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, &c., were all baptized with water; yet if 
one of them was saved without, then salvation is 
possible without water baptism.. But it is even 
probable that water baptism was not so much as 
heard of by many of them. 

The foregoing considerations on the subject, 
were sufficient to satisfy me that this baptism was 
not a divine ordinance, intended to be necessary, 
or entailed upon the church of Christ. But lest, 
however, it should be thought this is not a suffi- 
0ent enquiry into the subject, I will pursue it fur- 
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iher. John the Baptist was sent to baptize with 
water unto repentance. But it does not appear to 
us that his dispensation or service ever extended to 
the opening of the mysteries of the kingdom of 
Christ : this we believe remained to be separately 
reserved as the work of the spirit. And we appre- 
hend we are authorized to hold this belief, because 
there is no evidence that any after John were com- 
manded to practice the baptism of wateni We find 
no proof that the ministration of John the Baptist 
was to be continued in the Christian church. And 
we doubt not but that every soul which is brought 
under the baptism of the spirit of Christ, and 
abides the refining operation of it, will be saved 
whether baptized with water or not ; and therefore 
we believe that the only baptism which is saving. 
Is the baptism of the spirit. Those who ^ink 
otherwise, and can reconcile all the consequences 
of their watery baptism, must be left until they 
may be favored to see their way out of it. It is, 
however, desirable that when they have fulfilled 
this form, they may not sit down contented, and 
suppose the work of the soul's salvation is accom- 
plished. For this I believe is a consequence which 
is very liable to attend all those who are dwelling 
on the fulfilment of outward ordinances ; and such 
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appears to have been the judgment of the apostle 
Paul : ** But now, after that ye have known God, 
or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to 
the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye 
desire again to'be in bondage. Ye observe days, 
and months, and times, and years. I am afraid of 
you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain.'* 
Gal. iv. 9, 10, 11. I might add many other pas- 
sages froi^ the Scriptures, to shew that a depen- 
dence upon outward means for salvation, was dis- 
approved of by the faithful. 

In order more fully to state the ground on which 
the society of Friends refuse to own water baptism, 
I may observe, that a main pillar in the profession 
of Friends, is that the grace of God, which has ap- 
peared unto all men, is all sufficient for salvation* 
But if water b^tism be indispensable, then is this 
grace or manifestation of the spirit not sufficient i 
and it ought to be said that by the baptism of water, 
and die gift of the holy spirit, man only can be 
saved ; and that tliough a soul experience the refi- 
ning power of baptism of the Holy Spirit, yet un- 
less the body experience the influence of water 
baptism, there is no^ salvation possible. Should 
the latter be insisted upon, it will be necessary to 
resort to the Scriptures for proof. But though 
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3ohn baptized with water unto lepentanee, we do 
not find that he hks, in one instance, held out that 
his baptism was sufficient ; btit he points to Christ, 
as the ail sufficient baptizer. And it appears that 
for this end he was raised up and qualified ; not as 
the advocates for water baptism suppose, to estab* 
lish an outward ordinance in the Christian church, 
but to point to him, in whom the .fiilness of the 
Godhead dwelleth bodily. And thus h* is^spoken 
of by the prophet : ** The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our 
'God." Isaiah, xl. 3. To this end he came, turn- 
ing the Jews from their desert and wildehiess state 
to Christ, the Son of God. The prophet has, irt 
this summary of the character arid mission of John 
Ihe Baptist, held up no system to be established by 
him ; neither has he shewn any connexion' in tlie 
mission of this prophet and Christ; but simply 
that the former was a preparatory messenger to the 
Jews ; a kind of otitward witness which a merciful 
God condescended to give them of the Messiah ; 
that as they were told by the same prophet that 
Christ should come, so they might have in evi- 
dence his forerunner to prepare them— to let go 
tieir confidence in the desert and wilderness of 



eeremony, and be by him turned to Christ, Hit 
lamh of God, who only can take away the tin of 
the world. To this end we believe John the Bap- 
tist oame. The prophet Maiaehi has spoken of 
him more particularly by name : ** Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet, before tiie coming of 
^the great and dreadful day of the Lord*" Mai. iv. 
5. But neither does he attribute to him the au*- 
th6rity to set-up or establish any system or ordi*- 
nance in the churtsh, or dothe tiliis forerunner with 
power to administer any part of the means of sal- 
vation ; and the evangelist Luke, who refers to thi$ 
prophet, explains this Elijah to mean a messenger 
in the spirit and power of Elias ; the Same that the 
Jews expected, and ought, upon their own princi- 
ples to have received, in evidence to the fulfilment 
of the prophecy concerning Christ. But neither 
has the evangelist given him any office in the 
tjhurch, but considered him simply in the light of 
a witness to the Messiah ; and Luke professes to 
iBtate the declaration of the angel Gabriel to Zaeh^* 
rias, concerning the mission or service of tiiiis fore- 
runner of Christ : " And many of the children of 
Israel shall he torn to the Lord their God; and he 
shall go before him in the spirit and power of Ellas, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
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^e dtsobedient to the wisdom of the just, to makie 
ready a people prepared for the. Lord." Luke, i. 
16, 17. Now, inasmuch as he was to go before, 
and be, as the evangelist John has said,— '< A wit- 
ness to bear witness of. the light, that all men 
throtigh him ipight believe. He was not that light, 
but was sent to bear witness of that li^ht That 
was the true light, that lighteth every man^that 
cometh into the world.** John, i. 7, 8, 9. We 
eannot infer from'lhence, or from all the testimpny 
combined, that^his office was to estaUish any sys- 
tem, or enjoin any ordinances mpon those who 
might believe his testimony. But he was clearly 
a messenger under the law, pointing to the Jews, 
and informing them of a more glorious dispensa- 
tion, about to be ushered in. Accordingly we find 
that when they sent messengers to him, saying,— 
''• Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet," he imme- 
dia^tely informs tliem of Christ, saying,-?—" I bap- 
tize with water, but there standeth one among you 
whom ye know not. He it is, who coming after 
me, is preferred before me, whose shoes' latchet 
I am not worthy to unloose." John, i. 25, 26, 27, 
20. And the next day he informs them again of 
Jesus, and calls their attention, saying,-—" Behold 
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die Lamb of God whi(;h takeA ftway the sin of 
the world. This is he of whom I said, af^r me 
Cometh a man which is preferred before me, for he 
was before me. And I knew him nort, but that he 
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptizing with water.'* As this was the end 
to be answered by the ministry of John, so we be- 
lieve that in fulfilling his ofKce, he very fitly had 
recourse to water baptism, in order to instruct those 
among whom he was sent, that they might know 
that in like manner as by his baptism, the body 
was immersed in water, so should the souls of men 
be dipped or immersed into the spirit of Christ, 
by that baptism of tiie Holy Ghost of which he 
spake, alluding to Christ, — " Whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his fioor, and 
gather his wheat into his gamer." Mat. iii. 11, 12, 
Thus we understand this messenger to the Jews, 
nor does it appear that he ever aimed at any other 
purpose by his ministry and baptism. Therefore 
we believe that the office of water baptism, as a 
Jewish ceremony, designed outwardly to represent 
a more effectual and saving baptism, ended as to its 
influence and purpose, when Christ, the great. and 
spiritual baptizer of his true believers, came. 
This appears to us the true state of the case.—* 
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Bui it may be said} if water baptiflin was not in- 
tended as an ordinance, why did the Savionr of 
the world go to John to be baptized? To this 
we answer, diat he knew John was his forerunner, 
to same of whom the prophets had spoken ; and 
torefore if he had not given his baptism counte- 
nanee, his own disciples might have been left in 
some doubts, as well as probably some of the Jews, 
"who expected that Elias must 'first come; and not 
only so, but in the act of submitting himself to that 
ministration, he gave evidence of the divine origin 
of the call of John to that particular service. He 
in like manner fulfilled the ordinances of ihe Jews, 
as in the instance of his submission to'circum* 
cision ; and therefore he said, when John hesitated 
about administering his baptism,—-^* Suffer it to be 
so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righte- 
ousness/' It is proper, even though thy mission 
has but a temporary existence, that as it was a 
measure appointed for its j^roper uses, I should 
give it my countenance, as I have done every other 
dispensaticm of divine appointment. But that 
those outward and typical dispensations were not 
to remain, we apprehend maybe gathered by his 
own testimony afterward ; for though he informed 
his diseiples that John, who we have already said 



wtti hifl immediate foienmner, was the grtaletrt 
prophet bom of a woman, yet Uie least in &e khi^ 
dom of heaven was greater ^n he. And it is r»« 
mdrkable, that at ^e time when some of his 6kh 
eiples saw his transfiguration upon the mount, and 
Moses, the representatiTe of the Jewish law, and 
Elias talking with him, tiiiat both these passed away, 
but Jesus remained ; and at that time was heard a 
toice from heaven, informing them,' that *< this is 
my beloved Son, hear ye him ;" which to us ap« 
pearano less than saying, that though for wise 
purposes you have had the dispensation of the law» 
and also Uiat pf John the Baptist, yet now these 
having been as schoolmasters to bring to my be* 
loved Son^ you are to lean only upon him. But 
ihe disciples remembering the prophecy eoneom- 
ing Elias, queried of Christ : ^* But how say ^ 
Jews that Elias must first come?" He then m* 
formed them that Elias had already come, and they 
had done to him as diey !ist^d• By^ which his 
disciples ki^w that he spake of John ^ Baptist. 
Wherefore we infer, &at the Saviour of men, h»v« 
ing led mankind trough different a&imiistrationst 
and opened the way to come to him, the aU sb^h 
cient means of salvation, has now eomfdelely blot* 
ted out^ hand writting of ordjaances, and gvreai 
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» free and fcdl opportanity to enter the last and 
highest dispensatioa. . And ^ his pleasure} we be* 
lieve^ is that no outside means of dependence 
should detach the spiritual members of his church 
from leaning upon and following him. He even 
drew the disciples off from resting upon his per- 
souy that they might come to receive and live in his 
S{»rit. It is, says he, expedient for you that I go 
away ; for if I go not away the Comforter will not 
come. As though he had said^-if I remain with 
you, ye will not be the spiritual followers that I 
design you to be— you will still lean upon my out- 
ward testimony and instructions r; but if I go away.» 
I' will pray the Father, and he will send you an* 
other Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth; and he 
shaU teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance. ^' Butthe anointing which ye 
have received of. him,.abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you; but as the same 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth 
and no lie." Jx>hn, ii.. 20, 27. This is the end of 
all outwardi religion. It- ia neith^ the law (^ 
Moses-^the baptism of John, nor any thing less 
than the Grospel of Christ, which is the powir of 
God unto salvation to all them that believe. 
. The reader may observe, that having giv»n % 



7* 

partiealte account of the end for which John the 
Baptist appears to have been sent into the world; 
and noticed that he was not designed to be the 
founder of a system, but merely a witness, and' 
minister to the Jews, I have omitted saying any 
thing about the practice of the disciples in regard^ 
to water baptism, apprehending it would* not be 
necessary. But before I wholly leave the subject, 
I will add, that when Christ commissioned his dis- 
ciples to go teach all nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as * 
water is not mentioned in the charge, we infer that 
it was^not meant ; but that he who sent them to 
preach in his name, would be with them in spirit 
always, even to the end of the .world. And having 
his spirit and power with them, they should, by 
its influence, baptise into the divine nature^ ^se 
who were willing to receive their testimony. This 
we consider to be the only saving baptism-*not 
the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the an» 
Bwer of a good conscience towards God; 

Having now closed the remarks upon the sub^ 
jeetof water baptism, I will just inform the reader, 
that in going through this point of- controversial 
doctrine, I have apprehended the evidences brought 
illto^;vieWi are soiar oondusive* and so Ibdljr miou^- 



fefll that the rdi^n of Ghnstiamly is not eRtsffigied 
with Jewish ceremony, that not much is necessary 
to be remarked upon the profession of oihevi^ con- 
cerning the communion and outward partaking of 
bread and wme, m commemoratipn of the Lord'^ 
supper. Very litde^ therefore, will be said on that 
subject. 



ON THE COMMUNION, OR OBRBMONY OW 

TUE LORD'S SUPP£R. 



Thb society of Friends believe that the com- 
munion of Christ is not an outward partaking of 
bread and wine, but an union of spirit with God, 
This they believe to be atUdnable, and have np 
doubt that it is offered to sdl. And being satisfied 
that the kingdom of God is within*— that it does 
not consist in meats and in drinks and ootwacd 
washings, but m righteousness, pea^e, and joy in 
the Holy Spirit, we are eoncemed to draw ^e at- 
tention of all from those outward and formal acts, 
to that which is spiritual, that tiiey pay qj^n tgt 
hun, who fa^slcing ^ood k^Q^iggt vd w^»^ fa. 
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an eiitrance; and then they will experience the 
fnkilment of the promise, that he will come in and 
'^^ sup with them, and they with him." Rev. iii. 
20. Under these views of the heavenly union, 
which we believe may be attained, our attention is 
directed to a divine and spiritual communion ; this 
we are satisiied cannot be supplied by any outward 
ordinance to which men have recourse in their own 
-will and time, and which the profane may partake 
of as weU as the professor. We therefore look for, 
and at times enjoy, the inward and spiritual bread, 
which only can nourish the soul up unto eternal 
life, and have *no confidence in any of those out- 
ward ordinances. We desire not to speak harshly 
of those fellow professors of Christianity, who be- 
lieve in the necessity of perpetuating the outward 
sign, but leave them where they may apprehend 
their duty leads them. But as we are satisfied that 
the only strength, nourishment, and c<»isolatioa of 
the dedicated disciple of Christ must be the light 
and aid of his holy spirit, we wish not, by any 
outward act, to produce a dependence upon any 
other means. Therefore, although we do not join 
with others in the outward sign, we are neverthe- 
less concerned that all may come to the living and 
ietemal substance ; and in that, know for Uiem* 
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selves^ the whole man brought into snlijectioDt and 
Ihe will of God so fulfilled in and upon them, that 
they may really partake of the new wine of the 
kingdom, and no longer remain in the old and fallen 
nature ; but in the new and spiritual life, where the 
spiritual meat and drink may be received, and 
where the life of Christ becomes their life. Theii 
shall they partake spiritually of his body and hi» 
blood, and sit at his heavenly communion table, in 
the unity of Ae spirit, which is the bond of peace* 



OF OATHS. 

The soeie^ of Friends are of opinion Aat s wear^ 
Big is not only unreasonable in itself, but contrary 
to the positive command of Christ,, and in no in* 
vtance ought to be sdi^mitted to by those who pro- 
fess to be Christians.. ^Te have heard that it 
hath been said by them of old time^ thou shalt not 
foniwear thyself, but «Aiart perform unto Ae Lord 
tiime oaths. But I say imto you, swear not at aU : 
neither by heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor hy 
the earthy for it is his footstool. NeiAer by Jeiu- 
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isalem, for it k the city of the great king« Neither 
shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst 
not make one hair white or black* But let your 
communication be yea, yea, nay, nay; for what- 
soever is more than these, cometh of evil.*' Mat. 
V. 33 to 38. The apostle James appears to have 
very fully adopted the counsel of his divine mas- 
ter, and to believe it right to give his testimony 
against swearing : *' But above all things, my breth- 
ren, swear not — ^neither by heaven, neither by the 
earth, nei&er by any pthet oath ; but let your yea 
be yea, and your nay, nay, lest ye fall into tempta- 
tion." Taking this geiieral view of the anti-chris- 
tian practice of swearing, the society of Friends 
bear their testimony against it^ and believe that 
among Christians it ought to be abolished. 

It would require a considerable history, were I 
to give a foil account of the many sufferings which 
our predecessors passed through, because they re- 
fused to take oaths : and certainly it is a practice 
which ought to be seriously considered by every 
man, and more especially if he professes any claim 
to the character of a Christian. Because there is 
no point of duty enjoined by the Saviour of the 
world, more clearly stated than this*— to refrain 
from swearing. Nor do I know of any practice in 
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civil government, so inconsistent with the very end 
to be answered by it. But lest we should be 
thought to start a new doctrine in regard to oaths, 
it may be useful to shew that an objection against 
the cause and practice of swearing, was made by 
others. Polybius has said,—** The use of oaths 
in judgment was rare among the ancients ; but, by 
the growing of perfidiousness, so grew also the use 
of oaths." Basil the Great saith,— ** Swearing is 
the effect of sin." And Ambrose, that «* Oaths are 
only a condescendency for defect." Chrysostom 
saith, that **An oath entered when evil grew— 
when men exercised their frauds— when all foun- 
dations were overturned. That oaths took their 
beginning from the want of truth. And again,— 
**For what end wilt thou force him to swear, 
whom thou believest not that he will speak the 
truth.'* Many others might be mentioned, to 
shew that swearing has been condemned by others 
as well as Friends. But if no one had come to own 
this doctrine of Christ, from the time that he de- 
livered it until now, it would even in that case he 
proper that a Christian society, in conformity to 
his express commands, should refuse to swear. 

Having stated the foregoing, I will refer the 
reader to Barclay's Apology, where he will find 
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this particular treated upon at large ; and >vhere, I 
am of the opinion, all the reasons for swearing, or 
in favor of it, are fully and clearly refuted. 



OF WAR. 

The society of Friends believe that all wars and 
fightings, whether offensive or defensive, are con- 
trary to the peaceable spirit of Christ, and therefore 
not lawful for Christians. If a religion which has 
for its object the redemption of fallen man from 
under the dominion of corrupt passions and dispo- 
sitions, did not forbid wars and fightings— if it 
could even suppose a case, either national or indi- 
vidual, which could not be settled among its fol- 
lowers without an appeal to arms, such a religion, 
in the opinion of Friends, would be unworthy of the 
name of Christ. A main pillar in the Gospel, is 
the spirit of non-resistance; without this spirit, 
the whole ground of Christianity would be lost. A' 
principle which calls upon its followers to love 
enemies, to forgive injuries, and when we are 
smitten upon one cheek to turn the other also -* 
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The Saviour of the world did not only deliver such 
precepts, he also confirmed them by example ; be* 
cause, [though he had all power in heaven and 
earth, yet] he submitted to the unrighteous deci* 
sion of the Jews, and bore^ without resistance, to 
be nailed to the cross, setting us an example tliat 
we should follow his footsteps. We therefore be- 
lieve that he has not left his followers at liberty ta 
enter the field of blood and destruction. That we 
are to endure with unconquerable patience, and 
leave our cause to the decision of a righteous judge. 
Praying for those who may thus injure us, after 
his blessed example, when suffering upon the tree : 
** Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.^' But we are told, if this be the duty of 
Christians, if they are in no case to defend them- 
selves against an enemy, not only nations, but in- 
dividuals, would trample upon the right of each 
other. This is saying, in substance, that Christi- 
anity, if it does riot allow of wars, will- be a reli- 
gion not suitable for man, and consequently ought 
to be rejected. Those who reason thus, are not 
to be spoken to as Christians. If they are spoken 
to on the subject, it must be, without any claim on 
their part to Christianity ; and with such, the au- 
%or has no prospect pf reasoning here. . Byt all 
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those who lay chim to the Christian religpLon, he 
■eonceives i&uat believe that wars and fightings are 
-contrary to the spirit of Christ, who has informed 
us, — '* My kingdom is not of this world ; if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my ser- 
vants fight." John, xviii. 36. I am aware that 
many just observations and reasonings have already 
appeared against wars and fightinge, and it diere- 
fore does not seem necessary to say much upon 
the subject But when I consider the warlike 
measures which singalarly engage the councils of 
nations, and the dependence which seems every 
where placed upon human force, and contrast this 
with what Christianity calls for, I am convinced 
that much more is necessary to be done, before 
this dark cloud will be removed from the profes- 
sors of Christianity* I see no reason to expect its 
removal, until men shall weaiy themselves with 
their own deceivings. The probability is, that 
^ere will be wars and rumors of wars, and that, in 
a national point of view, the end is not yet. But 
I believe there are some in most countries, who are 
redeemed from the' spirit of war, and I doubt not 
there are those who will submit to suffer any per- 
secution that the governments of this world, in the 
darkness of human policy, may inflict upon them, 
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rather than stain their hands in human hl6od. I 
feel concerned, while writing upon this important 
testimjony, that the religious society of which I am 
a member, may look well to its conduct in all re- 
spects on this subject. My fears have been, that 
many are in danger of departing from the true 
ground of this testimony. Those only will stand, 
in a time of trial, who have placed their confidence 
in the all sufficient arm of the Almight}', and who 
have no dependence upon the arm of flesh ; who 
know that the kingdom of their divine Master is 
not of this world, and wjio themselves are redeem- 
ed from the love of it, and prefer his cause to all 
other considerations. Stich will be kept free from 
all the measures of war, and endeavor- to lead' quiet 
and peaceable lives among men, in alt godliness 
and honesty. Neither will they be tossed about 
by any of the changes that ^re going on in thfe 
world. But being satisfied with the peace of God 
in their own souls, they will lean upon him, not 
daring to mix with any thing but what they know 
proceeds from the light and spirit of truth. But 
when the affections of men fasten upon werldly 
possessions, they are in danger of mixing with the 
policy and spirit of the times ; and often the steps 
they take to promote their own selfish ends, are 
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contrary to the benign purpose of Him who re- 
gards with an equal eye, all the nations of the 
sarth. Hence, such become instrumental in has- 
tening the very troubles they meant to guard 
against* As we have professed to own the Spirit 
of Troth for our guide, and by its influence to be 
led out of 'every thing which is not conformable to 
it, I have seen that the day calls for great watch- 
fulness, and that without it, though we profess to 
have a testimony against war, we may give our 
s^ength and countenance ii^ favor of measures,, the 
remote tendency whereof, may be to shed the blood 
of our sons ift the field of battle. Under these con- 
siderations my mind has often been ex.ercised, and 
I have been desirous that some way might open to 
call the attention of my fellow professors, and in- 
vite, them to stand separate from every thing which 
has not its life in the life of truth. Until this is 
the case, we shall feel weak in maintaining the ' 
dignified testimony to the .peaceable spirit of the 
Gospel of Christ, in whose Gospel and power, the 
prophet Daniel saw the saints of the Most High 
standing, saying one to another, how long shall 
these things be. They were not miied with the 
multitude, but were trusting in the Lord. Under 
these con9ide^a,tioiiSa I have felt desires that all 
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might come out of ^e wisdom of ^ -cte^tuxteiy 
will, believing that though there may be many 
things admitted by this wisdom > whieh may ap- 
pear founded in equity, and due from man to man, 
yet that the government of men, both in a nattonal 
and individual capacity, is the ultimate and sov- 
ereign right of the Almighty, and that the estab- 
lishment of peace on earth can never be expected^ 
until the rule and dominion is surrendered up to 
him. Tlien wiU that kingdom be «et up, both in- 
dividually and in the world wtiich lihe same en- 
lightened prophet saw. And m ^e days of these 
kings, shall the God of heayen «et up a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed ; and ihe kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, trat it shall break 
in pieces, and consume -all ^ese kingdoms, and it 
shall stand forever.^' Dan, n. 44« While the pride 
of man continues to usurp the goTcmment, and hit 
will and wisdom dictate the measures to be adopt- 
ed, the effect will be what' this fallen wisdom ever 
has produced* But when tliat kingdom shall be 
set up, which is already begun in the souls of 
many people, it shall remove the spirit of war, and 
establish in the room thereof, the peacefol reign of 
the Messiah. As members of this kingdom, which 
the Lord designs to exalt, what have such to do 
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with any other« but to be examples of the peaces* 
ble government of Christ? Therefore, let all 
those who profess to be his subjects, and who be- 
lieve in his lamb^like, suffering nature, beware 
how they mar his work in their own souls, and re- 
tard its progress in the earth, lest diey stumble and 
fall,, and loose that inheritance in his light and 
truth, to which they are called. 

But some will say, that if this be the profession 
of Friends, they are against all civil government, 
and look for the kingdom and government of Christ 
to do all things, to answer all ends and purposes. 
To such I would observe, that the foundation of 
Christian government stands upon the ground of 
conviction, convincement, and good will to men ; 
and 'that I know of no constitution or government 
in the world, that at this day agrees with Christi- 
anity ; ihey all make provision for war, they all 
complete their ends by foree. And t}ierefore, it 
becomes a people who cannot act upon opposite 
principles, to be on their guard how they connect 
themselves with the measures of government.— 
The Christian may live in the world, he may com- ' 
ply with all the commands of government, either 
actively or passively, and there is nothing to fear 
from him, if he be a Christian. And if all men 
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were Chmtians, the principleis of civil government 
would be changed from compulsion to consent, the 
subjects from force to submission without it. But 
I may be told, all men are not Christians, therefore 
force is necessary to protect Christians. This 
consequence will not follow; for a Christian is 
like a plant in the earth— he stands till he is cut 
down ; or in other words, his stay on earth is 
wholly submitted to the will of his Creator ; and 
because his Creator has forbidden the exercise of 
force, he knows that it is not the will of his Lord 
that he should resort to it, even when he cannot 
stand without it. - H6 is removed from the world— 
he has made no resistance— he dies in peace ; there- 
fore, by the power of non-resistance, he is made 
victorious ; and this is our victory, even our faith. 
And thus it is, that the Lamb and his |bllowejs are 
unconquerable, because they never strive. All, 
therefore, who take this ground, .are members of 
the kingdom of the Prince of Peace ; they are re- 
deemed from war, and the occasions tbat lead to it, 
and stand in that spirit which is of God ; and which 
is willing, like, him, that blessings should flow 
%ipon the evil and the good. 

I have confidence tliat the day is fast approach., 
ing, when according to the prophecies of Isaiah and 



93 



Micah, <* He shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people; and they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more." Isaiah, ii. 4, and Micah, iv. 4. But there 
will be a qualification to say one to another,— 
" Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord." 
Isaiah, ii. 5. 



CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 

Having now completed a summary of the pio- 
fession of the society of Friends, respecting the 
ministry, worship, and doctrines, I come in the 
next place to speak of Church Government. ^ That 
it is consistent with the practice of primitive be- 
lievers in Christ to adopt some form of government, 
will appear fram msuiy passages in the Scriptures 4 
and that they were united for this purpose, we may 
«urely take for granted. But it is possible, and 
even probable, that after the apostles had received 
ihe promise which was made unto the Fathers^ and 
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were united in the Holy Spirit, that they did not, 
at their m^norable meeting on the day of Pente^ 
cost, agree upon all the orders and rules, which, 
by the light of Christ, they in tbe process of time 
were led into ; for they were not then aware, that 
their ministry was to extend to the Gentiles, or 
that these also were to become members in the 
same spiritual family. I shall) in the first place, 
introduce such testimony as has served to satisfy- 
me, that they were in some general connexion, and 
that they held certain powers and instructions 
which their Holy Head had delivered to them.-— 
The first which relates to the foundation whereon 
the church should be built, appears when our Lord 
asked them,—" Whom say ye that I am ? And 
SKmon Peter answered, and said, — thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus an- 
swered, and said unto him,— blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona, for fiesh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church, and ^ 
gates of hell shall hot pievail against it« And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatsoever thou riialt bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven; and n^kat^oerer thon 
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whsit loose OB earthy shall be loosed in heaven/ > 
Mat. xTi. 14, I&, 16,17, 18, 19. Our Lord^ 
knowing that his disciples were to receive a di- 
vine impression, by which they should clearly un- 
derstand in whose company they were, makes use 
of this opportunity to inform them on what founda*- 
tion his church should stand ; and having noticed 
to Peter, that the knowledge which he was then 
favored with was spiritual and divine, he holds up 
the principle by which diis knowledge was obtain- 
ed, as- a principle capable of giving access to the 
knowledge of ^e mind of God. But diis was not 
only given to Peter ; for if that had been the case, 
all others must have been excluded, which cannot 
be admitted ;. for the same spirit opened the hearts 
of all the living anil spiriCually begotten children, 
in every age of the world.. Now, all they that 
have subniitted to the manifestation of the spirit, 
and stand in the life and power of it, are made ca- 
pable of looking into the mind of the spirits We 
^erefore believe, that the church of Christ is built 
upon this foundation*- 4his corner stone, which the 
prophet spoke of: *^ Therefore, thus saith the 
Lord God, behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation a 
stenbB, a tried stone, a precious comer stone, a sure: 
fo^mdation*" Isaiah^ xxviii. 16« To this same 



foundation hath the testimony of the faiMul been 
given, and it has hy them been esteemed, though 
others have rejected it, and haVe sought to build 
upon outward forms and opinions, denying that 
God has continued this spiritual principle of light, 
an error which was forseen and foretold. " The 
stone which the builders refused, is become the 
head stone of the comer." Psa. cxviii. 22. And 
our Lord inquires of the Pharisees,—-** Did ye 
never read in the Scriptures-— the stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of 
the comer. Tliis is the Lord*s doings, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes." Mat. xxi. 42. And the 
aposdes have given testimony that this corner stone 
was Christ. ** Neither is there salvation in any 
other." Acts, iv. 12. We, of consequence, are 
convinced that the Church of Christ, being built 
upon him, and by him, its members have fellow- 
ship with him, and one with another. He it is, 
therefore, by whom all are opened in spirit, are 
opened into the kingdom of God ; and by him, all 
that are bound on earth, are bound in heayen, and 
all that are loosed on earth, are loosed in heaven. 
The apostles and tme believers in the inward life 
of him who is the light of men, being built up in 
him, a spiritual building, and having received from 
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him this wisdom and power of God, while they re- 
main in him, and act under his government, whom- 
soever they bound on earth was bound in heaven, 
and on the other hand, whomsoever they loosed on 
earth ^as loosed in heaven. But though it is con- 
sistent with the doctrine of the Scriptures, for a 
spiritual building possessing unity and power to 
be built up, yet it also appears, that among the 
members of this building, there may be want of 
watchfulness and faithful obedience ; in whidi case, 
the unity is interrupted, and offences are given.-— 
Our L^rd knowing the, frailty of man, has there- 
fore condescended to instruct his followers how to 
proceed in such instances. ** Moreover, if thy 
brother trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone, and if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. '' Mat. xviii. 
15. Here it may be remarked, that it is allowed 
to be possible that a brother may so far depart from 
the influence and government of the head of the 
church, as to be guilty of a trespass ; but though 
this should be the case, he ia not, on the supposi- 
tion ef an individual, to be cast away : but before 
judgment is passed upon him, he shall have a hear- 
ing, even though he should refuse to hear a broth- 
er, who had told him his fault alone. *' But if he 
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will not hear thee, then take with thee one or ivfo 
more, tibat in the mo»& of two or three witnesses 
erery word may be establiehedr And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church, bat 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as a heathen man and a pYA)lh»n." Id, 17. 
A separation is here pointed out, but it is evident 
that where this takes place, the member has be- 
come a party in opposition to the church ; he has 
gonie from the unity of the spirit in himself, he has 
left the true foundation, and is no longer qualified 
to enjoy tiie fellowship of Christ : nor can any hu- 
man power restore him to the unity and fellowship 
of the church* But he is in the spirit of opposi- 
tion, among the children of disobedience, who walk 
not in ihe truth* When any, therefore, thus fall 
away from the life and spirit of Christ, and from &e 
unity of his church, ^ese are as though they had 
never known the truth, and must be left to the judg-^ 
ment of ike great day of ^e Lord. Now, the day 
of the Lord is a day of divine light renewed or 
'^>ened in the soul ; and in this day, the opposing 
<«id strong will is brought down, the transgressing 
nature is taken hold of, and if the mdividaals sub- 
mit to Ihe light of this day, fliey are brought to Me 
themselves, and the chains of dailuiess under wfaidi 
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they had been held : and as they become humbled, 
(hey are blest with a dispensation of repentance for 
the sins that are past ; and by the mercy of Christ, 
permitted to be loosed in heaven and on earth ; and 
to walk in his spirit who taketh away the sins of 
the woild, and clothes these with his own lamb- 
like non-resisting natare, by which they ate pre- 
pared to be members of his church. The exis- 
tence of order in the church is evidenced by his 
own instructions respecting the manner in which 
an offending brother was to be treated, as I have 
before stated. In this there is ground to beUeve 
that the church must have been in possession of 
some formal obligations proper to be observed ; and 
such as the members living under ^e government 
of truth would always comply with. But the 
great danger in those outward and formal means of 
government, is that men may enlarge their num- 
ber upon the principles of human sagacity, without 
the leadings or counsel of the head of the church. 
This, I apprehend, has been an error which has 
crept into most societies of Christian professors.—- 
It is an error which may always be expected, where 
men, in their own wisdom and wills, undertake to 
make ndes for the government of the ccmsciencea 
of others. The apo»tles, very early in the Cbrv- 
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tian church, were made sensible of the necessity of 
care on this head, as appears in the conclusion 
adopted by them, and sent among their believing 
bretfiren of the Gentiles. " For it seemed good to 
the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary things, that ye 
abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from fornication, 
from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shsdl do 
well." Acts, XV. 28, 29. But as they who are 
gathered into the mind of Christ, continue subject 
to him in all things, there will be no danger of 
forming rules or regulations in his church, that 
shall be oppressive to the tender consciences of any 
of the members. For want of this* subjection has 
arisen most of the divisions in Christendom, as 
would appear, were we to examine the declarations 
of faith and belief to which many professors have 
been obliged to subscribe if they remained in con- 
nexion. But where the light of Christ is regarded 
as the oidy sufficient guide, though order and pro- 
priety will be required, and even rules be entered 
into, yet all will harmonize with the evidence of 
his own blessed spirit, in the souls of men. And 
such as transgress, will have no room to say, that 
the obligation upon them was not of divine origin. 
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Under a church government thus founded in the 
Mrigdom of God, and standing in connexion with 
the preservation of the souls of men, no conscien- 
tious ground of dissent can exist, while the mem- 
bers of the church are preserved upon the right 
foundation : and therefore, if any prove unfaithful, 
and are overtaken in a faulty those who are spirit- 
ually minded will be concerned to restore such ; 
and their labours being in the spirit of meekness 
and love, and having nothing in them that will kin- 
dle opposition, the offending brother, it may be ex- 
pected, will confess his fault, and return to the uni- 
ty of the church. But if after such brotherly en- 
treaty, and without foundation for objection against 
the rule of the church, he remains on the ofiending 
ground, then the unavoidable consequence must be, 
that he will number among the transgressors ; and 
in his obstinacy be separated from the linity of the 
spirit, which is the bond of peace. To all such, 
there is given the fruit of their own doings ; and 
while they shut out the light, and foster a spirit of 
opposition, they cannot partake of the consolations 
of the faithful, but are bound in heaven and on 
earth ; and in the fetters of darkness they must re- 
main until they are willing to cea^e from the spirit 
o( opposition, and walk in the light of the son of 
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Ood. Much more might be said on the groond 
and principle of church government ; but the fore- 
going may serve to give the reader a view of our 
profession in the case, and to convince him that 
they who are turibulent and opposing, cannot at the 
tame time be members of the church of Christ. 
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CONCLUDiNG ADDRESS TO THE READER, 
ESPECIALLY TO MEMBERS OF THE SQ- 
.CIETY OF FRIENDS. 



The foregoing I have written in consequence of 
a belief, that many in the society of Friends are 
too little acquainted with tlie nature of our profes- 
i3ion ; also, with a prospect that strangers might ba 
informed, without much reading, what we believe, 
and not be left to form opinions of the society from 
the reports they may hear, or from the ministry 
alone. Because, in either case, the means for a 
correct judgment would be insufficient. From the 
labours of those engaged in the ministry, it would 
not be reasonable to expect a minute explanation 
of the doctrine of Friends in each particular case. 
Their service is much more frequently to speak to 
the states of the people, and to call home the mind 
to the light of Christ within, than to offer extensive 
doctrinal testimony. It may be thought by some, 
that the society have already a sufficient number- 
of explanatory treatises, and that any thing further 
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is unnecessary. But I believe that on deliberate 
examination, this will not be found to be the case, 
though there are many valuable works extant. I 
feel particularly concerned that the rising genera- 
tion may be drawn off from the deceptive glitter of 
the world, and that early attention may be given to 
their religious improvement. In Consequence of 
this concern, my thoughts have been often exer- 
cised. In the course whereof, I have been led to 
take into view some of the disadvantages under 
which they labor ; and it has appeard to me, that 
the young and tender minds of children are often 
injured for want of proper religious weight in pa- 
rents. Early in life, their attention is open to ob- 
serve the conduct of parents ; and if they see there 
is want of regularity, that parents are sometimes 
amiable and pleasant, and at others fretful and ill- 
natured, this tends to produce difficulty to them, 
and they are at a loss to know how to conduct, so 
as to obtain approbation. But if, as they advance 
in years, the shepherd of souls should visit their 
tender minds by the word of his grace, which I 
have no doubt is the case at a much earlier period 
than many are aware of, they should then find that 
their parents were not subject to the divine princi- 
ple, it must be a cause of stumbling, and thus the 
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mind may be retarded in its progress from earth to 
heaven. The dispensations of divine love which 
are shed over the young minds, lead into love and 
affection for all around them ; and when they are 
in this precious state, how must they be shocked, 
if for some trivial act, which may be the effect of 
want of judgment, they should he addressed in 
passion. And yet this is what all parents of chil- 
dren are liable to, unless they are themselves 
brought under the divine government. That I 
have seen that while it is a beautiful and interesting 
task, it is a very important one, to educate arid 
bring up children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord ; nor do I believe that any can perform 
this duty as they ought to do, who are not subject 
to the light of Christ. And I have often tliought, 
that, if parents were more heavenly minded, their 
children would be less hardy, and more passive to 
them and among their friends, than is the case with 
many in our day. The truly awakened and dedi- 
cated mind may often find occasion to shed the 
tear of sorrow over the children of this generation. 
But I am of the opinion^ that if we lived in the hu- 
mility and reverence before God which our holy 
profession calls for, we should have greater access 
to the throne of his grace, and the life and power 
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of the gospel would spread in our families. He 
who was the friend of faithful Abraham would 
clothe us with greater authority and qualification to 
ciommand those of our household* And our pre- 
cious offspring, beholding the solemnity and sweet- 
ness of our spirits, would feel an early and dutiful 
attachment to us ; they would not be difficult to 
command, but would be led into obedience by the 
concurrent operation of our divine guide, who is 
ever wilHng to assist us in- every duty which he is 
requiring at our hands* He is able to meet witii 
our children when they are in their retired places, 
and if we were witnesses for him, would make our 
conduct ipstrumental to awaken his light and truth 
in their souls. But in the present state* how many 
who are parents have been un&ithfui, and turned 
their attention to an outside reli^on, fuldlling (he 
works of the laW} which never made the comers 
thereunto perfect, careful to lay a fair foundation in 
the world, and to lay up treasure on earth ; very 
industrious and frugal, plain in living and plain, in 
manner, but enemies to the cross of Christ, not 
scholars in his school, and therefore not qualified to 
instruct their children $ but their spirits being in 
the world, their conversation relates to it; for out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 
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When the rising geiieiati<ni are educated under these 
eircumstaaees, and. the conversation they' daily hear 
is bounded by temporal concerns, the effect must 
be to obstruct the growth of the seed of the king- 
dom of heaven in them ; and it afterwards seems 
to require something like a miraole to bring their 
minds back to the principles we profess. If in our 
religious meetings they are sometimes spoken to in 
the demonstration and power of the spirit, they 
find, on theilr return home, that they are soon land- 
ed in the same round of subjects and conversation. 
Thus the Lord's work is retarded in its progress in 
the souls of the youth, and many of them grow up 
with but little religioiis concern about them, it 
appears to me, therefore, that the day calls for an 
awakening testimony to he borne among the peo- 
ple, both among ^e professors and others ; and I 
am often put in mind of the instruction given to the 
disciples. '' Then saith he unto his disciples, the 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the'laboretrsare few. 
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth laborers into his vineyard.^' Mat* 
ix. 37, 38. 

At this day, there are bright talented men in the 
society, and I have no doubt the head of the church 
haa olten awakened their souls, by his ail powev-^ 
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ful word of truth, and brought them to see the ne- 
glected state of his cause. And I believe, that if 
such were faithful to the day of their visitation, 
they would be taken from their state of worldly 
security, as well as from their worldly pursuits, 
and prepared for the Master's use ; and a beautiful 
band would -be raised to proclaim the wondrous 
works of the Lord. The church would be re- 
plenished with judges, as at the first, and counsel- 
lors, as in the beginning, I have felt an awful 
blank in my day, a blatnk which I have seen is 
owing to the unfeithfulness of the strong men of 
the world in the present time ; and I believe, that 
unless those who have been cared for by the bish- 
op of souls, become obedient to the heavenly vis- 
ion, and. submit to walk in the straight and narrow 
way, the seed of the kingdom in them will be so 
deeply buried in their earthly nature, that the 
warming beams of the sun of righteousness will 
no more act upon it, and they be left to themselves. 
But O ! ye quickened souls, of every description 
and station in the church, let us unite, and with ail 
humility, patience, and perseverance, fulfil the work 
of our dayi and though we should, in the assem- 
blies of the people, have little else but trials and 
sufferings, may we be- kept the Lord's time, and 
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in no instance attempt to reign, while he that is 
our best Ufa is in suffering. But as we remain in- 
wardly attentive to the unfolding of his light, we 
shall be opened in a clear sight of the state of the 
seed of the kingdom, and our ministry will be 
crowned with a holy and penetrating authority ; the 
weak will be strengthened, the hungry fed, tlie 
blind brought to see, the deaf to hear, and the dead 
in trespasses and sins quickened and brought to 
life. I have seen that much depends, in this day, 
upon the leaders of the people keeping their feet 
upon the true and living foundation, walking in the 
light, even as He, our Holy Head, is in the light ; 
and I am satisfied, that the more these are concern- 
ed to have their lamps trimmed, and their lights 
burning, the less they will be moved by what may 
be going on in the earth. For it is a consequence 
of the truth, where it has the full government, to 
make its followers unchangeable. It is itself so, 
and all they who come to live in it, are grounded 
and settled on an unchangeable foundation. And 
though they see all things change around them, 
they have a holy habitation unmoved ; and protected 
by him that has all power in heaven and in earth. 
Now, those who enter this holy and heavenly hab- 
itation, they are red«iemed from the spirit and love 
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of this world ; and they know, that as the king, 
dom of their Lord i« not of this world, so neither 
is theirs ; and though they are subject to every or- 
dinance of man, for conscience sake, yet they are 
not in the spirit or measures of the kingdoms of 
this world. They may see the governments of 
men turn and overturn, but on their part they neith- 
er build up nor pull down ; neither their joys nor 
their sorrows depend upon the measures of this 
world ; but only and alone upon the dispensations 
of their Divine Master. I wish not to tire my 
reader by speaking of the state of a dedicated fol- 
lower of Christ ; but I much desire that my fellow 
professors of the same faith, as we believe we are 
called to lift up an ensign to the nations, even the 
ensign of peace, may be so guarded as to keep sep- 
arate from every measure which may in any degree 
disqualify for this important seMce. And I have 
no doubt but, whatever persecutions and trials may 
come upon us, through the mistaken policy of 
men, for our faithfulness to the testimony of the 
Gospel spirit, we shall in the end, if we keep our 
places, have to rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 
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CONSCIENCE. 



In furnishing a correct view of the subject of 
conscience, I am aware that it may be attended 
with some difficulty, but nevertheless, as all men 
claim to have this capacity, it may fairly be infer- 
red that there is a possibility of illustrating a sub- 
ject so universally believed in. First, then, we 
shall endeavor to show what it is. In doing this, 
we shall say what we believe it to be. Con- 
science, then, is that capacity in man that always 
approves or disapproves his actions ; such a prin- 
ciple must be ever alive and active in the mind, or 
it would sometimes fail to execute its duties, and 
leave the individual to go on at random without 
checking him for any thing he might do« From 
this living capacity it is made enable of being a 
faithful register of the conduct of the possessor.—- 
Without this witness man would not be strictly a 
moral subject ; he would fail to have a moral stan- 
dard by which to try his conduct. We find, then, 
in-ijl men this active mental register, and hence it 
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is he is always an accountable being. Conscience 
may be compared with the sense of feeling in the 
body. That sense gives notice when the body is 
injured, and with the same certainty does con- 
science inform when there is a departure in con- 
duct fr<Hn the judgment. It must then be a law of 
a universal character which requires the individual 
always to act in agreement with his judgment.—- 
All mankind are, therefore, the subjects of this law, 
and we may account for the diversity of conscien- 
tious opinions upon this principle, and there is no 
other way by which it can be accounted for. The 
proofs are abundant that we are very much the 
creatures of education ; our opinions are formed in 
us by the kind of circumstances with which we are 
surrounded. Hence we find that those who are 
brought up in the Idolatrous parts of the world 
continue idol worshippers, and they are required by 
this universal law to be sueh ; and such they will 
remain, unless they should be removed into more 
enlightened parts of the world, or placed under cir- 
eumstances of an enlightening tendency. Finding, 
then, that conscience is formed in all men by the 
situation in which they have been educated, and 
that it is a law of universal obligation that they 
should act in agreement with their conscience, we 
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may thus come lo understand the reason why there 
is a zealous maintenance of every man's opinions, 
particularly on religious subjects. It is by this 
view of the subject we may learn the necessity 
there is to endeavor to lay a foundation for produ- 
cing correct opinions. When there is nothing to 
act upon individuals but continual superstition and 
error, we may then confidently expect that those 
who are so surrounded will be the creatures of er- 
ror and their minds and consciences must be de- 
filed. Nor can we look for any other state of 
things so long as the means of education are what 
they are in many parts of our globe. When the 
views of mankind shall be changed, and the world 
become believers in the Divine Spirit in men, then, 
and not till then, will the consciences of mankind 
be formed on a correct principle. Having laid it 
down as a correct view that there is in men a law 
of their nature that requires obedience to conscience, 
h follows clearly that all men can only become cor- 
rect as the mind and conscience are the subjects of 
the Divine Spirit. Now it is from this view of the 
subject that we may see that the primitive church 
was correct. With them it was believed that the 
mind and conscience became defiled unless we are 
«nder the government of the Divi&e Spirit, a mea« 
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sure of which, they believed, was given to every 
man to profit withal. 



THE END- 
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